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Up for a scare? Th e gruesome 
thriller Saw comes close, but 
for some, may fall short.
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Extreme:         Students 
enjoy a round of 
laughs delivered 
by a comedian 





time out to make 
wax hands. 
 By Jamie Howell /  STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 
Higher costs drive CRC, SC requests
 By Jamie Howell  /  STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 
Technology Square reaches out to Midtown, “bridging the 
divide,” according to Institute President Wayne Clough.   
One Night Stand 
registration open
Registration for Ramblin’ 
Nights CRC One Night Stand 
is open from now to Dec. 3. Or-
ganized by FreShGA, the event, 
free for all Tech students, off ers 
food, drinks and sporting events 
with prizes for the winners. Th e 
rock wall, water slide, lazy river 
and hot tub will be open all night 
long as well. 
Registration is fi rst-come, 
fi rst-serve, and the fi rst 500 
people to register will receive a 
free T-shirt.
‘Nique on hiatus 
until January
Th is week’s issue is the last is-
sue of the Technique this semester. 
Printing resumes Jan. 21. Be sure 
to check out the annual To Hell 
With Georgia issue Tuesday, 
Nov. 23.
Tech Square wins land use award




Representatives from the Accreditation 
Board for Engineering and Technology 
(ABET) indicated last week that the un-
dergraduate degree program in Biomedi-
cal Engineering meets the organization’s 
standards.
Chair for Undergraduate Aff airs Paul 
Benkeser said that the program is likely to be 
accredited in July, when Tech’s Biomedical 
Engineering Society will present its case to 
the Engineering Accreditation Commission, 
a division of ABET.
“Th ere are no factors that would nega-
tively aff ect our chances of getting accred-
ited,” Benkeser said. “We are fairly certain 
that ABET will grant accreditation.”
According to Director of Learning Sci-
ences and Research Wendy Newstetter, the 
accreditation will be benefi cial to BME stu-
dents. “Now students are able to say that they 
graduated from an accredited program,” she 
said. “ABET is the recognized credentialing 
agency in the engineering disciplines, and 
we have met their standards.”
Benkeser said, “It [accreditation] would 
improve the reputation of the undergraduate 
program. Th e graduate program has done 
very well in a small period of time, and 
hopefully the undergraduate program will 
follow the same trajectory.”
Students expressed similar sentiments 
regarding the ABET visit.
 “I would have expected no less from 
such a strong program,” said Nemish Patel, 
See Budget, page 4
Regaining 
momentum
Four years ago,  plans surfaced for an undergraduate learning center.  
See BME, page 2
By Haining Yu
Assistant News Editor
Another year has come, and 
another budget is  under review 
by SGA. With over $4 million 
requested for next year, nearly 
$1 million more than the pro-
jected revenue from the Student 
Activity Fee, SGA is once again 
faced with the diffi  cult decision 
of where to go with the budget 
and what cuts or increases to 
make. 
Given fi rst priority for funds, 
the CRC and Student Center 
have requested a combined 
amount of $2.6 million, about 
12 percent more than last year.  
 Individually, the CRC’s 
request sits at $1.65 million, up 
10 percent from last year, while 
the Student Center’s is $950,000, 
up 15 percent from before.
Th ree key issues, according 
to CRC Director Michael Ed-
wards, led to the CRC’s increased 
request: “guesstimating” in the 
Fiscal Year 2005 (FY05) budget, 
student and other facility user 
requests for extended hours and 
days, and the CRC’s own initia-
tives to improve risk management 
and customer service. 
When the 2005 budget was 
being put together, CRC’s Phase 
II was not yet complete. Th us, Ed-
wards said, the increase needed 
to run the facility could only be 
estimated from fl oor plans. Th is 
“guesstimating,” combined with 
a lack of detail in the 2005 bud-
get, led to the discovery of many 
gaps in the allocation. 
According to Joint Finance 
Committee Chair David An-
dersen, in the past, “Th e CRC’s 
budget was not as detailed as 
SGA would have liked.  Th ere 
was some diffi  culty discerning 
how CRC funds were being
allocated.” With a diff erent fi nan-
By Alexandra Pajak
Contributing Writer
Th e Urban Land Institute 
(ULI) awarded Technology 
Square a 2004 Award for Ex-
cellence.  
Opened in Fall 2003, Tech-
nology Square is home to the 
Georgia Tech Conference Cen-
ter and Hotel, the Barnes & 
Noble bookstore, the College 
of Management and the Global 
Learning and Conference Center. 
Several restaurants and retail 
stores are also part of Technol-
ogy Square.  
Formed in 1936, ULI is a 
non-profi t land and real estate 
development organization. 
ULI has awarded Awards for 
Excellence annually for the past 
twenty-fi ve years, according to its 
home page, www.uli.org.
Only 10 other locations 
received the 2004 Awards 
for Excellence. Th e prize was 
awarded based on an assessment 
of potential for future fi nancial 
growth, the space’s relationship 
with land and the surrounding 
community, the general layout, 
leadership, enhancement of the 
environment, and the applicabil-
ity of the construction to current 
issues. 
According to a press release 
on www.gatech.edu, the award is 
considered the land use industry’s 
most prestigious recognition 
program. 
Based in Washington D.C. 
but not affi  liated with any politi-
cal party, ULI aims to improve 
traffi  c conditions, quality of life 
for community members, and 
the involvement of citizens in 
urban planning.
Tech constructed Technology 
Square on the eastern side of the 
I-75/85 freeway in an eff ort to 
improve the urban surroundings 
See Award, page 5
 By Raymond Chafi n / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
Th e Jackets face off  against 
ACC rival Virginia this week-
end. How will they fare?
SPORTS page 25
Lack of state funding put the project on hold, but a recent push may 
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Student Fee
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Location: North Ave. @ Tech Pkwy 
Incident: Off ender arresterd for 
driving under the infl uence. 
Theft 
11/14/2004 12:56:00 hrs.
Location: Woodruff  lot
Incident: Report that a blue 1991 
Ford Mustang was entered and 
items were taken. 
Traffi  c accident 
11/15/2004 14:57:00 hrs.
Location: Woodruff  parking lot
Incident: Report of a hit and run 
accident (no injuries reported). 
 By Lauren Griffi  n  /  STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 
 Technique Online  Voice your opinion!
Last issue’s question received 206 responses.
How will the basketball team do this year?
Is an innovative learning center worthwhile?
Tell us at www.nique.net
Controlled substances
11/15/2004 1:30:00 hrs.
Location: Smith Residence Hall
Incident: Off ender arrested for pos-
session of marijuana. 
11/15/2004 17:59:00 hrs.
Location: 831 Techwood Dr.
Incident:  Report of a hit and run 
accident (no injuries reported). 
11/4/2004 15:00:00 hrs.
Location: Tech Square deck
Incident: Report that a black 1995 








Incident: Report of a theft or lost/
mislaid cell phone.
Th is week’s question:
The ACC is too tough for 
Tech to succeed - 1%
Fine, but not like
 last year - 20%
Fire
11/12/2004 22:13:00 hrs.
Location: College of Computing
Incident: Report of an electrical 
fi re. 
11/15/2004 10:44:00 hrs.
Location: Woodruff  North
Incident: Report of a kitchen fi re.
Time for another 
championship game! 
- 71%
BME from page 1
fi rst-year BME major. “Th e results 
of the ABET visit reinforce the al-
ready established reputation of the 
department.”
“Th e likely accreditation of the 
BME program is great news,” said 
Caroline Castellino, second-year 
BME major. “Not only is it ranked 
highly, but now it will be nationally 
recognized.”
After the BME department had 
its fi rst class graduate last spring, the 
accreditation process could begin. 
During the summer, the department 
sent a self-study document to ABET 
which detailed its argument for ac-
creditation. From Nov. 7 through 
Nov. 9, ABET sent two representa-
tives, a faculty member from Tulane 
University and a practicing profes-
sional in the fi eld, to visit the campus 
and evaluate how successfully the 
department had met requirements 
for accreditation.
Th e representatives examined 
facilities, talked to administrators, 
met with faculty and students and 
reviewed student work. Upon leav-
ing, they submitted an exit report to 
the Provost. Th e BME department 
will be given 30 days to respond to 
the fi nal version of this report, which 
it will receive in December. Th e exit 
report stated that the department 
had satisfi ed all the general and 
specifi c criteria for accreditation 
of the program; however, it also 
contained concerns. 
Benkeser said, “Th ere were two 
major concerns—how the program 
could manage the large and grow-
ing number of students with the 
existing advisement structure, and 
whether or not the BME department 
is working closely enough with other 
departments to monitor its students’ 
performance in courses outside of 
the department.” Yet these concerns, 
Benkeser said, do not jeopardize the 
department’s chances for accredita-
tion; they represent issues that may 
need to be addressed at some point 
in the future. Still, he said, the de-
partment “has made plans to address 
these concerns by Jan. 1.”
Faculty and students both indi-
cated that the accreditation would 
be a step forward in the promotion 
and recognition of the undergradu-
ate program.
“I think that accreditation will 
greatly benefi t the program,” said 
Ajay Patel, fi rst-year BME major. 
“In order to promote it, it is impor-
tant that it complies with national 
standards.”
“Georgia Tech is ranked in 
the top ten for its graduate and 
undergraduate BME programs,” 
Newstetter said.
“With accreditation, these rank-
ings could go up,” she said. We would 
like very much to be number one...
Th e process of accreditation is a major 
hurdle for a young department to get 
over. Now that it has been passed, 
we can move forward and continue 
to be innovative and to prepare 
our students for their careers after 
graduation.”
“With accreditation, 
these rankings could 
go up.”
Wendy Newstetter
Director of Learning 
Sciences and Research
Techniques make great holiday gifts!






Location: Eighth St. south lobby 
area 
Incident: Report of a broken fl ower 
pot. 
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 By Stephen Marek  /  STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 
Justin Harper and Craig Shaw defend the FreShGA: Ramblin’ Nights’ 
One Night Stand bill at Tuesday’s undergraduate house meeting.   
UHR funds One Night Stand




Th e Undergraduate House of 
Representatives passed several bills 
during Tuesday night’s session. 
Among the bills was an allocation 
to FreShGA for the Ramblin Nights’ 
One Night Stand.  
Th e organization’s representative, 
Alice Luo, presented the bill.  She 
stated that the event is well-known 
and that over 1,000 students at-
tended it last year.  Advertising is an 
important component in maintain-
ing the same attendance this year, 
Luo said.
Justin Harper, chair of FreShGA 
spoke more about advertising.  He 
said that One Night Stand is an 
established event and deserves 
the advertising money it requests. 
Harper went on to say that their bill 
was compliant with Joint Finance 
Committee policy.
However, JFC did not believe that 
the request complied with policy, and 
thus made some changes to the bill. 
Th ey recommended limiting print-
ing costs to $35 as per JFC policy. 
Also, they recommended fi nancing 
only two posters at $9 each instead 
of four, as per JFC policy. Similar 
policy applies to banners, which 
states that only two banners at $18 
each should be funded.  Finally, JFC 
recommended striking a request for 
$100 for promotional materials such 
as water bottles.
Th ere was some confusion about 
JFC policy.  Harper cited the JFC 
policy listed on their website, which 
stated that four banners and posters 
each could be funded.  However, 
according to David Andersen, JFC 
chair, the new policy was not yet 
updated on the web.
Th ere was some debate as to 
whether or not the bill should be 
funded as requested.  Some repre-
sentatives believed that since the 
Council
Clippings
Each week, elected members of the  houses of the Student Government Association (SGA) meet to consider allocation bills and talk about campus 
issues. Here are summaries of those meetings.
Undergraduate House of Representatives
JFC policy was not updated on the 
web, the organization should not 
be held accountable; they should 
receive what they requested. How-
ever, other representatives, as well as 
Andersen, stated that policy needed 
to be maintained.
“We need to be consistent with 
bills,” Andersen said.
Some representatives agreed. 
Th ey said that JFC policy exists for a 
reason and to be fair, the UHR must 
also be consistent. Th e fi nal form of 
the bill that passed was amended as 
JFC recommended and allocated 
approximately $800 to the event.  
Another bill that was discussed 
extensively was an allocation to Dra-
By Stephen Baehl
News Editor
Th e Graduate Student Senate 
chartered a slate of new clubs in 
its meeting Tuesday in addition to 
passing four conference committee 
bills and considering three new al-
location requests.
Th e four new clubs chartered were 
the Psychology Club, the Bhakti 
Yoga Club, a student chapter of the 
Optical Society of America and the 
Wreck Racing Club.
Th ere was little discussion on the 
charters. Joint Campus Organiza-
tions Committee Chair Ed Greco 
said the only possible concern arising 
from any of the four was the racing 
club’s lack of insurance. However, 
he said, Institute policy does not 
currently require insurance. Greco 
added, however, that obtaining in-
surance was highly recommended for 
the club, which rebuilds old cars and 
races them against other teams.
Also on the graduates’ long list 
of bills to consider was a cluster of 
conference committee bills—each 
was passed with little to no discus-
sion.
Th e fi rst of the allocation bills 
to be considered was a request from 
the Mock Trial team for money to 
cover travel and lodging expenses for 
a pair of invitational tournaments. 




•  Joint allocation to Mock Trial Club
•  Joint allocation to FreShGA:  
 Ramblin’ Nights’ One Night Stand
•  Joint chartering of Wreck Racing  
 Club
•  Joint chartering of Psychology  
 Club
•  Joint chartering of Bhakti Yoga  
 Club
•  Joint chartering of Optical Society  
 of America Student Chapter
See UHR, page 5See GSS, page 5
Bills postponed
•  Joint allocation Drama Tech
•  Joint Chartering of Wreck Racing  
 Club
Bills passed
•  Joint allocation to Mock Trial Club
•  Joint allocation to FreShGA:  
 Ramblin’ Nights’ One Night Stand
•  Joint chartering of Wreck Racing  
 Club
•  Joint chartering of Psychology  
 Club
•  Joint chartering of Bhakti Yoga  
 Club
•  Joint chartering of Optical Society  
 of America Student Chapter
•  Joint allocation to RHA (conf.)
•  Joint allocation to Cycling Club  
 (conf.)
•  Joint allocation to Yellow Jacket 
 Fencing (conf.)
•  Joint allocation to iMovieFest  
 (conf.) 
Bills postponed
•  Joint allocation Drama Tech
•  Joint chartering of Wreck Racing  
 Club
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Budget from page 4
cial model this year, however, SGA 
can “track which funds are being 
allocated where, down to each and 
every penny,” Andersen said.
Other than covering gaps from 
previous budgets, the requested 
FY06 budget allots money for the 
CRC to extend days and hours of 
operation. Money is allocated for the 
CRC to stay open on football game 
days, and selected holidays such as 
Labor Day. The CRC also plans to 
stay open until midnight on both 
Fridays and Saturdays. 
“We’re talking about opening 
on six game days, we’re talking 
about opening on holidays when 
students are still on campus,” Ed-
wards said.
Due to popular demand, the 
CRC also plans to extend Fitness 
Center hours and leisure pool and 
slide hours. All of this, Edwards 
explained, requires additional pay 
for CRC personnel. 
From last fall to this fall, the 
CRC has also seen a large increase 
in usage, from 35,000 visits a month 
in September 2003 to 67,000 visits a 
month in September 2004.
These increases in both space 
and usage from last year have urged 
Edwards and the CRC to take the 
initiative to improve on member 
safety and service.
Both initiatives require an in-
crease in personnel.
While most of the CRC’s budget 
increases are aimed towards provid-
ing increased services, the Student 
Center is in a more dire position 
with its needs.
After the completion of the Stu-
dent Center Commons, the Student 
Center increased its operating space 
by 50 percent; however, their request 
last year for a 30 percent increase 
in operating costs was cut from the 
budget. 
“Last year’s SGA was unable to 
fund increased operational costs,” 
Andersen said, because “we felt that 
there weren’t enough funds avail-
able.” The cut, he said, was “only 
a temporary, band-aid solution...
implemented during a severe budget 
crunch.” 
But now, said Student Center 
Director Rich Steele, it is the Student 
Center that is in a budget crunch, 
having to run off the same operating 
budget for a space that is 50 percent 
larger. 
Another important aspect of 
the budget request is funding aid 
for Tech Rec, which, according to 
Steele, has been steadily losing rev-
enue for the past six to seven years. 
The requested SGA funding will not 
cover all of Tech Rec’s expenses, but 
rather it will make up for the revenue 
lost, so that Tech Rec can continue 
to stay afloat.  
According to Steele, requests for 
SGA to fund Tech Rec have been 
denied for the past two years. 
While no final decision will be 
made anytime soon, Steele said  that 
the possibility of Tech Rec’s closure 
does exist.
When it comes to facing financial 
reality, college activity centers are 
simply not profitable, Steele said. He 
said he hopes, though, that some-
thing will work out for Tech Rec. 
“I don’t want those guys [working 
in Tech Rec] to feel that their jobs 
are in jeopardy,” he said.
According to Andersen, SGA has 
a similar attitude towards keeping 
Tech Rec. 
“We rea l i ze that a la rge 
number of students use Tech Rec...
We are therefore committed to work-
ing with the Student Center to find a 
long-term funding solution.”
SGA has not yet decided whether 
or not to push for a fee increase for 
this coming year. “We first want to 
hear from the students,” Andersen 
said.
“SGA is committed to support-
ing a fee increase only if we feel that 
the majority of students are willing 
to pay.
OIE brings new international 
study programs to students
By Shardul Bhatia
Contributing Writer
The Office of International Edu-
cation (OIE) recently came up with 
several new study abroad programs 
in addition to the many already 
offered. Today, OIE offers over 60 
different programs available to all 
students in all majors.
The recent additions to the se-
mester programs are the Denmark 
semester program, the Cairo (Egypt) 
semester program, the Argentina 
semester program and the Shef-
field (U.K.) program. Three new 
summer-semester programs have 
also been introduced: the Shanghai 
summer program, the Denmark 
summer program and the LCC 
program in Italy. 
The China, Denmark and Italy 
summer programs are being of-
fered for the first time this summer, 
while the program in Buenos Aires 
will take place in Fall 2005 for the 
first time.  
The exchange programs with 
Sheffield University and with the 
American University in Cairo are 
available for the first time this year, 
as well.
The Cairo semester program, the 
Sheffield program and the Argentina 
semester program stand out from the 
rest because they involve a full se-
mester of study in which the students 
become fully immersed in the local 
culture. The students will be studying 
with the local students which will 
give them the opportunity to gain 
“true international exposure.”
According to OIE, between Fall 
2003 and Summer 2004, 877 stu-
dents have participated in the various 
study abroad programs offered. Out 
of these, 464 were from the College 
of Engineering, 104 from the Ivan 
Allen College, 101 from the College 
of Architecture 77 from the College 
of Computing, 74 from the College 
of Management and 37 from the 
College of Sciences.
In a recent survey of first- and 
second-year students (447 students 
responded) conducted by OIE, 91 
percent of the students said that they 
wished to study abroad. 
They were also questioned on 
what they felt was the major barrier 
to study abroad. 
The highest percentage indicated 
that they could not study abroad 
because there were no study abroad 
options that allowed them to take 
courses within their majors (67 
percent). The second major reason 
was the high cost of studying abroad 
(61 percent).  
Accordingly, Howard Rollins, 
director of OIE, said, “Certainly, 
we are adding more programs than 
usual this year.”
With the International Plan 
portion of the Quality Enhance-
ment Plan already approved by 
the Undergraduate Curriculum 
Committee, Rollins said that in a 
way, this recent expansion of the 
international programs offered to 
students was a sort of a precursor to 
the International Plan.
The International Plan offers 
undergraduates a coherent, degree-
long undergraduate program that 
develops international competence 
in the context of the major. 
The International Plan will re-
quire students to spend two terms 
See Abroad, page 5
“Certainly, we 
are adding more 






Thank you for proving yet again 
that CS majors are seriously 
single minded, shallow and 
stuck up. 
new bumpersticker: I survived 
the 8th St fire 
POINT TECH! 
There is M$ and then there is 
the big D. 
all food should be for free! 
ANAAAAAAAAAAA!!!!! ! !
!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
I miss Bill Clinton! 
I love smoking weed outside 
of the COC! 
I’m not an alcoholic. Where’s 
my tequila? 
Screw GTCOW 
I pimp out tech chicks 
$200 per hour 
sorositiutes 
$350 per hour  
get some tech a@# 
200-500$ per hour 
we love these hoes 
tech A@$ for sale 
get some 
if they won’t give it to u ... but 
it from them 
physics II can suck my nuts 
bob and skank? WTF?
ROT IN HELL MURRAY, 
sudduth, and Jario!!!!! 
nirav from orlando loves 
monkeys 
slob on my knob, like corn on 
the cob 
man, we gon’ tipdrill that hoe 
right there 
Imma Donkey punch yo 
mama! 
cocaine, heroine, extacy, mari-
juana 
Why doesn’t Harrison have 
heat yet?! 
Sparkles, you rock my face 
off! 
See page 19 for more 
slivers
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overseas (one term of study and a 
second term of study, research, or 
internship), develop proficiency in 
a foreign language and take three 
courses involving international 
knowledge (including international 
relations, global economics, and 
study of a particular country or 
world region).
The International Plan is designed 
to help Tech move closer to its goal of 
having 50 percent of its undergradu-
ates have an international experience 
before graduation. 
Rollins said that “the reason for 
this goal is that most faculty and 
administration at Georgia Tech are 
convinced that international experi-
ence provides critical skills for living 
and working in the 21st century.” 
Thus, the introductions of these 
Abroad from page 4
maTech to finance dimmer modules. 
The total request was $25,000.  The 
organization’s representative, Adam 
Johnson, stated that the current dim-
mers were installed fifteen years ago 
by a company 
that has since 
gone out of busi-
ness. Thus, as 
parts fail, there 




said they would 
not require SGA 
funding if a con-
current repair project could be done 
for free. The organization may be 
installing a new winch for their 
lighting system to replace a damaged 
one.  However, it is possible that 
DramaTech may not end up pay-
ing for the new winch since the old 
one was improperly installed.  JFC 
believes that if that if DramaTech 
does not have to pay for the other 
UHR from page 3
JFC had recommended cutting 
the demonstratives from the bill, 
mistaking them for advertising 
posters. The items requested, though, 
are actually props to be used as 
visual aids in presenting evidence 
during a mock trial, according to 
organization representative Anthony 
DeCinque.
After some short discussion, 
the graduates decided funding the 
demonstratives was okay. They 
amended the bill per the undergradu-
ates, who last week had decided lodg-
ing requests should not be funded, 
and passed it.
The next two allocation bills were 
postponed until next week. The 
first of these, a request from Drama 
Tech for $25,000 from Capital 
Outlay, was postponed based upon 
another project the organization has 
undertaken.
The SGA bill request dealt with 
the purchase of replacement dimmer 
modules, which are necessary in the 
control of the lighting system in the 
Ferst Center theater. “Our current 
dimmers were installed when the 
building was put up…about 15 
years ago,” said the organization 
representative.
Shortly after that, he said, the 
company that made the dimmers 
went out of business, and no replace-
ment parts have been available for 
purchase since. Drama Tech said they 
are out of spares now, as well.
However, Drama Tech has 
GSS from page 3
programs come as no surprise. 
Lorie Paulez, a study abroad ad-
visor at OIE, said, “It has been our 
constant effort to introduce more 
programs for our students.” 
Most new programs contribute 
to the variety of offerings that Tech 
has. For example, the LCC program 
in Italy offers LCC majors a new op-
portunity in film studies in Northern 
Italy. Also, the program in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina is a semester-long 
program for Industrial Engineering 
majors in a country where programs 
only for Ivan Allen majors were 
offered.
The final approval of the Aca-
demic Senate later this month is 
still necessary for the International 
Plan to be fully established. If ap-
proved, the International Plan will 
be viewed on the national and 
international level as an innovative 
new educational initiative, accord-
ing to Rollins.
project, they can use the money to 
purchase the dimmers.  UHR voted 
to table the bill as per JFC recom-
mendation. 
Also tabled was an allocation 
to the bowling club for $275 for a 
tournament entry fee. Chartering 
of the Wreck Racing Club was also 
tabled.
Several bills 
w e r e  s l a t e d 
together and 
passed.  One 
group of bills 
included allo-




Yellow Jacket Fencing, and iMov-
ieFest.  These bills were amended in 
conference committee and passed by 
the UHR with little discussion. 
Another group of slated bills were 
for the chartering of the Psychology 
Club, the Bhakti Yoga Club, and the 
Optical Society of America Student 
Chapter.  This group of bills was also 
passed with little discussion.  
dimmers.
Since the bill is not time-sensitive, 
according to Drama Tech, the bill 
was postponed. “We should not leave 
this hanging too long,” said senator 
Pelham Norville. “However, I respect 
the recommendation of JFC.”
The other postponed bill was a 
request from FreShGA for it’s One 
Night Stand event Friday during 
Dead Week. The $1,000 bill was 
for a share of the fees that would be 
incurred which included janitorial 
fees and advertising.
However, Greco pointed out that 
these costs could possibly be covered 
by other sources of funding, namely 
the $3,000 he said the organization 
was getting to pay for T-shirts to be 
handed out to the first 500 students 
to register for One Night Stand. 
“We don’t normally fund T-shirts,” 
he said.
Another senator, however, point-
ed out that SGA is usually not privy 
to knowing about any clubs’ outside 
funding and how it will be spent. It 
would be unfair, he said, to base a 
decision on what other money was 
used for.
Norville said this was a special 
case, however, as the money is com-
ing from the Ramblin’ Nights fund. 
In the end, the senators decided they 
wanted FreShGA to determine if 
the money from Ramblin’ Nights 
would be allowed to be put toward 
their custodial and advertising fees 
rather than T-shirts. The bill was 
postponed until that information 
could be obtained.
another project that is using about 
$25,000 of their own funds to deal 
with an incorrectly installed winch. 
The winch is used for storing lights 
and other such equipment, so that 
they do not take up space on the 
ground and are not easily knocked 
over and broken.
It was installed when the building 
was being constructed, and Drama 
Tech said they don’t have specific 
records on who did the installation or 
funding for the item. However, they 
have checked with Facilities about 
the project, but were told there was 
no record of the installation.
JFC chair David Andersen said 
he would try to look into the mat-
ter to see who installed the original 
winch. 
It was the opinion of JFC, and 
the senators agreed, that if the 
responsible party for the incorrect 
installation could be found, they 
should pay for the replacement. This 
would then free up the $25,000 for 





“We should not 
leave this hanging 
too long...However, 





and enhance living conditions for 
both students and the surrounding 
community. 
“This project allowed Georgia 
Tech to reconnect to midtown by 
bridging the divide created by the 
construction of the I-75/85 freeway,” 
Institute President Wayne Clough 
told the ULI, according to a Tech 
Award from page 1 press release.Three city blocks which were 
formally nearly vacant and rarely 
visited by students now are home 
to one of the most vibrant places on 
Tech’s campus.  
Bike lanes, benches, trees and 
sidewalks all make the location 
friendly to students and community 
members alike.  A parking deck also 
welcomes visitors.
Other recipients for the Award for 
Excellence from ULI include: Uni-
versity Park at MIT in Cambridge, 
Mass.; Walt Disney Concert Hall 
in Los Angeles, Calif.; Fullerton 
Square Project in Singapore; Baldwin 
Park in Orlando, Fla.; Fall Creek 
Place in Indianapolis, Indiana; First 
Ward Place/The Garden District, in 
Charlotte, N.C.; Playhouse Square 
Center, Cleveland, Ohio; The Plaza 
at PPL Center, Allentown, Penn.; and 
WaterColor, Seagrove Beach, Fla.
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Technique tradition dictates that 
editors get to have an editorial on 
their last issue before graduation. 
These swan song editorials generally 
aren’t worth reading. Here’s mine.
The first thing that every new 
writer wants to know when they 
join the Technique is how they can 
write editorials. After they realize 
that they have to put up with at 
least a year as a writer and then have 
to become an editor, the prospect 
becomes somewhat less appealing 
and a number even leave.
What most people don’t realize, 
though, is that you generally only 
have a few strong opinions every year. 
You’ll think you have a good topic 
for the editorial, but after writing it 
out, you realize that you only have 
400 words and need another 350 to 
fill the space. Maybe it’s me, but I 
go through three or four topics this 
way practically every time I write an 
editorial. It takes forever!
As a result, I really don’t enjoy 
writing these pieces. In that, I follow 
a long standing tradition of online 
editors in this regard. In fact, Matt 
Flagg, my predecessor, wrote his 
entire swan song editorial about 
the different techniques he used to 
lengthen his editorials and how much 
he disliked writing them. Not only 
are editorials burdensome to write, 
but they always manage to fall on 
the week that big project is due. So 
why bother?
We the staff join the Technique 
in hopes of making a difference on 
campus. The difference between the 
feeling in the Technique office on 
deadline night and that of every other 
workplace is that of enthusiasm. Sec-
tion editors know that they’re going 
to be there from six in the afternoon 
till three in the morning, but they’re 
still in high spirits, take pride in the 
work they do and feel that they’re 
making a difference on campus.
Writing a good editorial is the 
easiest way to make that difference. 
The problem, of course, is the “good” 
in good editorial. 
The administration—for better or 
for worse—considers the Technique 
one of its primary communications 
channels with students. Knowing 
this, the editorial board tries to 
construct a consensus opinion that 
we feel reflects the opinions of the 
Tech student body as a whole. This 
goes completely out the window 
for the editorials, and the best 
course of action there is to offend 
as many people as possible in hopes 
of starting a dialogue that will get 
something done. 
I greatly prefer fixing computers 
and updating web pages to agonizing 
over the word choice in the editorial, 
but the latter comes closer to the 
initial reason for joining the paper 
in the first place. 
Unfortunately, for this particular 
piece, I don’t have a burning issue 
nor do I have enough time to write 
enough drafts to come up with a 
solid topic. This means that you, 
poor reader, are the victim.
The thing is, editors don’t have an 
exclusive voice in the Opinions sec-
tion. Anybody, student or faculty, can 
write a letter to the editor. It serves 
basically the same purpose as an 
editorial and is shorter to boot. 
There is no guarantee that the 
letter will get published, but it’s a 
very strong possibility. Why? Ev-
erybody else at Tech is just as busy 
as you are, so the Technique actually 
receives very few letters to the editor. 
Consider the option. I know for a 
fact that the editorial board would 
like to have a more lively Opinions 
section.
Happily, this is my final editorial 
of my short journalistic career. In 
theory, I’m supposed to have gained 
in knowledge and wisdom while 
slogging my way towards a degree 
and this editorial would, also in 
theory, provide a forum for casting 
pearls of wit and sagacity among you 
plebian swine. 
In practice, I don’t feel as if I’ve 
learned much of anything that 
would be generally useful to you, 
dear reader. I have only one piece 
of advice: the secret to happiness in 
school is getting eight hours of sleep 
every night.
That’s right, eight. Every night. 
Same bed time and wakeup. It’s do-
able. Try it for a week and see how 
much better you feel.
The other piece of advice, which 
was given to me, is that life at Tech 
is what you make of it. If you’re 
unhappy, there are more than 
enough opportunities to correct 
the situation.
My thanks to all my friends on the 
Technique staff for putting up with 
my slacking and making these last 
two and a half years enjoyable. 
My un-thanks to Marriott Food 
Services, Parking and cyberbuzz for 
making the last few years just a bit 
more difficult.
My roommates’ last wish is to 
remind you that sharp knives are 
better, nuclear power is the future, 
and that “if the world didn’t suck, 
we’d all fall off.”
OUR VIEWS CONSENSUS OPINION
Marginal utility
The Student Government Association(SGA) has received 
budget requests totaling over $4 million for next year, when 
the projected revenue from the Mandatory Student Activity Fee 
is nearly $1 million less. The main source of the increase is the 
CRC and Student Center’s combined request of $2.6 million. 
The CRC has requested an additional 10 percent, bringing its 
total request to $1.65 million, while the Student Center has 
asked for $950,000, a 15 percent increase from last year. 
Both the CRC and the Student Center have requested the 
additional funds for valid reasons. The CRC would like to 
expand its hours to include game days, more holidays and to 
stay open until midnight on Fridays and Saturdays. 
The Student Center has requested more funds because of 
staffing requirements. The Student Center has had to operate 
50 percent more space at its pre-expansion budget. In addi-
tion, Tech Rec faces possible foreclosure, as it has lost money 
over the past six to seven years and hasn’t received money from 
SGA in two years.
Undoubtedly students would appreciate additional hours at 
the CRC, but it is not a request that students should support 
at this time. SGA needs to honor existing commitments to 
Tier 2 and 3 organizations before it can consider expanding 
amenities at the CRC.
The marginal utility of an additional dollar to the CRC or 
the Student Center is far lower than the marginal utility of 
an additional dollar to Tier 3 organizations. Given a choice 
between a slight expansion of the CRC’s hours and keeping 
Tech Rec financially sound on one hand, and keeping Tier 3 
organizations afloat on the other, most students would choose 
the latter.
Let’s get it started 
Last week, administrators, including Institute President Wayne 
Clough and Robert McMath, met to discuss the proposed In-
novative Learning Resource Center project. Once constructed, 
the center would serve as the home for all of the freshman sci-
ence labs, tutoring services, classrooms and academic advisors. 
The project picked up a great deal of momentum in 2000 and 
2001. Since then, progress has faltered, and the project has 
been brought to a standstill.
The center will greatly improve the undergraduate learning 
experience and bring the campus together in inmeasurable ways. 
Academic services and study areas that are today too decentral-
ized will be combined. The Institute should throw its full and 
sustained support behind this important project.
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YOUR VIEWS LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Republican criticizes GTCOW
Letter Submission Policy
 The Technique welcomes all letters to the 
editor and will print letters on a timely and 
space-available basis. Letters may be  mailed 
to Georgia Tech Campus Mail Code 0290, 
emailed to editor@technique.gatech.edu or 
hand-delivered to room 137 of the Student 
Services Building. Letters should be addressed 
to Daniel Amick, Editor-in-Chief. 
 All letters must be signed and must 
include a campus box number or other valid 
mailing address for verification purposes. 
Letters should not exceed 400 words and 
should be submitted by 8 a.m. Wednesday in 
order to be printed in the following Friday’s 
issue. Any letters not meeting these criteria 
or not considered by the Editorial Board of 
the Technique to be of valid intent will not be 
printed. Editors reserve the right to edit for 
style, content and length. Only one submis-
sion per person will be printed each term.
Advertising Information
 Information and rate cards can be found 
online at www.nique.net. The deadline for 
reserving ad space and submitting ad copy is 
noon on Friday, one week prior to publication. 
For rate information, call our offices at (404) 
894-2830, Monday through Friday from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Advertising space cannot be 
reserved over the phone. The Technique office 
is located in room 137 of the Student Services 
Building, 353 Ferst Drive, Atlanta, Georgia 
30332-0290. Questions regarding advertising 
billing should be directed to Corey Jones at 
(404) 894-9187, or Rose Mary Wells at (404) 
894-2830.
Coverage Requests
 Press releases and requests for coverage 
may be made to the editor-in-chief or to indi-
vidual section editors. For more information, 
email editor@technique.gatech.edu.
OUR VIEWS HOT OR NOT
Gobble up
After grueling weeks of tests 
and homeworks, finally we have a 
reason to celebrate—the time has 
come to sit down for Thanksgiv-
ing dinner with family and/or 
friends. Never before have we 
been so grateful for the American 
Indians’ help to the Pilgrims back 
in 1621. Take advantage of the 
holiday by enjoying turkey or 
tofurkey. Be sure to relax because 
remember when you come back, 
it’s Dead Week.  
Ga.’s spending spree
When The Chronicle of Higher 
Education released its report on 
public university presidents’ com-
pensation packages this week, it 
came as a surprise that Georgia 
has three of the highest paid 
presidents in the nation. While 
Clough ranks an understandable 
11th on the list, it is unbelievable 
that GSU’s Carl Patton and 
UGA’s Michael Adams are in the 
top-10, given the state’s  cuts to 
higher education. 
What schoolwork?
At long last, Halo 2, Half-Life 
2 and Grand Theft Auto: San 
Andreas  have made their way 
onto the market. No longer will 
Techies have to settle for the tired 
original versions. Already the 
effects have been visible in the 
dorms, with the onslaught of 
Halo parties and competitions 
in the dorms. 
Got IWM? 
Somewhere in the midst of 
blanketing the campus with 
chalkings, the people behind 
IWM have forgotten to clue the 
rest of us in on what the acronym 
actually means. Self-promotion 
does IWM no good unless any-
one actually has a clue what IWM 
stands for, besides London’s 
Imperial War Museum.
Majority rule doesn’t equal absolute power
“Simple disappointment 
and unease don’t 






“Going home, eating dinner 




What are your plans 
for Thanksgiving 
break?
Photos by Andrew Saulters
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“Learn how to cook a tur-
key!” 
HOT‒or ‒NOT In response to Felix Hu’s 
letter in last week’s Technique, 
he claimed that our criticism of 
GTCOW’s “Sex for Ramblin 
Wrecks” event was unfounded. 
Apparently, Mr. Hu is attempting 
to avoid being distracted by the 
facts and is instead trying to con-
vince the Tech community that 
his event was not only relevant, 
but had some degree of educa-
tional nobility. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Hu is wrong.
The exact wording of the “self 
help” part of the presentation is 
too inappropriate to print, but 
can be provided to those curious 
about the validity of our claims. 
The “self help” portion was not 
an isolated incident of absurdity. 
The quiz also included the ques-
tion that so many at Tech are 
concerned about: How many 
calories are in a teaspoon of se-
men?  If one should be provoked 
to wonder such a thing, the 
internet is readily available.  
College Republicans refused 
to participate in GTCOW’s event 
for two reasons. We strongly dis-
agree with the politics of the Pride 
Alliance and refuse to legitimize 
their radical agenda by lending 
our resources to their events. 
We are one of the largest student 
organizations on campus with 
over 1,200 members. It would 
be foolish to lend our assistance 
to a tiny, fringe organization that 
is diametrically opposed to our 
principles.  
Secondly, the events spon-
sored by GTCOW were not 
educational at all. They were 
an immature and obscene fit 
thrown by a radical group that is 
desperately trying to break into 
the mainstream.  The Republican 
Party is not only a mainstream 
party; it’s now the dominant 
party in America. We intend to 
keep it that way.
Britton Alexander
State Chairman
Georgia Association of College 
Republicans
gtg257h@mail.gatech.edu 
Last week, CNN ran a story 
about disgruntled Americans 
who, upset by the election, were 
emigrating in response. The re-
porter went so far as to interview 
Canadian immigration officials 
about that country’s naturaliza-
tion process.
Interesting, I thought. 
Of course, I’ve heard some 
people comment that they’d leave 
the country if President Bush 
won reelection. I must admit, the 
thought of an extended vacation 
in Amsterdam had occurred to 
me. But I chalked these feelings 
up to disappointment over Kerry’s 
loss and unease with the thought 
of a second Bush term.
The realization that some 
people might actually go through 
with a change of citizenship  gave 
me pause.
“What is really going on 
here?” I wondered. Simple disap-
pointment and unease don’t pro-
voke this kind of reaction—fear 
does. Fear of constrained civil 
rights, fear of action without 
thought, fear of an unchecked 
majority with a “mandate” for 
change.
And listening to the Presi-
dent’s public statements so far 
only reinforces that fear.
“Let me put it to you this way,” 
Bush said at a post-election press 
conference, “I earned capital in 
the campaign, political capital, 
and now I intend to spend it. It is 
my style. That’s what happened...
after the 2000 election, I earned 
some capital. I’ve earned capital 
in this election.”
When a reporter tried to ask a 
follow-up question, Bush cut him 
off, retorting, only half-joking, 
“Obviously, you didn’t listen to 
the will of the people.”
Only President Bush could 
come out of the 2000 election 
feeling he had earned political 
capital. After a more clear-cut 
victory in 2004, who can say 
how he will try to exercise his 
mandate?
This winner-take-all men-
tality doesn’t exist solely at the 
national level. We see it every-
where. Organizations right here 
at Tech claim a right to action 
because they represent a majority, 
because they represent the will of 
the people. This is a dangerous 
mindset, a mindset that philoso-
phers and writers have warned 
against for millennia.
In the Federalist No. 51, James 
Madison wrote, “It is of great 
importance in a republic, not 
only to guard the society against 
the oppression of its rulers, but 
to guard one part of the society 
against the injustice of the other 
part.”
He continued, “In a society, 
under the forms of which the 
stronger faction can readily 
unite and oppress the weaker, 
anarchy may as truly be said 
to reign as in a state of nature, 
where the weaker individual is 
not secured against the violence 
of the stronger...”
In ages past, the majority de-
stroyed its opposition. The Athe-
nian democracy, for example, 
persecuted and killed Socrates for 
expressing unpopular beliefs.
But forms of repression and 
persecution are different today 
than they were in ancient Greece, 
as Alexis de Tocqueville pointed 
out in 1823 in Democracy in 
America.
In America, he said, the 
force of the majority opinion is 
more powerful than any kind 
of censorship, propaganda or 
physical threat.
“The master no longer says: 
‘You shall think as I do or you 
shall die’; but he says: ‘You are free 
to think differently from me and 
to retain your life, your property, 
and all that you possess; but you 
are henceforth a stranger among 
your people.
“‘You may retain your civil 
rights, but they will be useless to 
you, for you will never be chosen 
by your fellow citizens if you 
solicit their votes; and they will 
affect to scorn you if you ask for 
their esteem.   
“‘You will remain among 
men, but you will be deprived 
of the rights of mankind. Your 
fellow creatures will shun you 
like an impure being; and even 
those who believe in your in-
nocence will abandon you, lest 
they should be shunned in their 
turn. Go in peace! I have given 
you your life, but it is an existence 
worse than death.’”
The issue that worries me 
(and, I think, those who are flee-
ing to Canada) is not whether the 
majority is, in the end, right or 
wrong. The issue is whether we 
can ask that question at all. When 
people get it into their heads that 
the majority has spoken, and 
the conversation is over, I start 
heading for the border.
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I know by now that everyone 
is tired of hearing comments and 
reading stories about the election, 
but if you’ll indulge me for a mo-
ment, I will get to a broader point. 
Now that his second term in office 
has been won, President Bush has 
sharpened his goals and is calling 
for efforts from both parties to 
reach across the aisle. I sincerely 
hope that does happen. I hope that 
the President realizes that while he 
won the election, there are millions 
of Americans who do not agree with 
his positions on certain issues, and 
oppoising views cannot simply be 
forgotten or ignored. This is not the 
end of the process, it is merely the 
beginning. We’re lucky that we live 
in a country, where there are ways 
to make our voices heard.
As I’ve said before in this column, 
I disagree with this administration’s 
environmental policies. But I also 
take issue with the failure of the 
administration to properly fund 
the No Child Left Behind Act 
after it was a centerpiece in their 
first campaign. Education and the 
environment are two issues that af-
fect everyone, and we should have 
an interest in them. 
It is desperately important for 
everyone to have a basic understand-
ing of science; it has an impact on 
our daily lives, and there are certain 
policy decisions that cannot be made 
without it. As students, we should 
all have an interest in the future of 
science in this country.
The future of our nation is as 
much impacted by the environ-
ment we leave our children and the 
opportunities we create for them, as 
it is by handling national security 
and terrorist threats. I understand 
that issues of immediacy come into 
play, but our government is certainly 
capable of multi-tasking.
Now, I’m not trying to mobilize a 
bunch of lobbyists or protesters. I’m 
simply saying that we, as American 
citizens, should take an active interest 
in our government and its effects on 
our communities. There are so many 
ways to express your views and get 
involved. 
If you happen to care about the 
environment, you can help in the 
simplest of ways just by picking up 
litter you see on the road. 
You can write letters to your 
government representatives at all 
levels, check out local environmental 
organizations, sign a petition (the 
Sierra Club has an online petition 
against the closing of funding of 
Superfund sites) or participate in 
Tech Beautification Day.
There are many ways to get 
involved in bolstering our nation’s 
BLINDED BY SCIENCE 
“The current administration 
has been detrimental to 




Make an impact through service
educational system, particularly in 
regards to science and math. As Tech 
students we are well-versed in these 
areas, so just think of the impact we 
could make if each of us tutored a 
child. That’s roughly 16,000 students 
who would benefit and expand their 
math and science skills. 
Now I know most of us are busy 
with the demanding courseloads that 
come with being a Tech student, but 
tutoring is not the only option. 
You can donate old textbooks 
to schools that don’t have enough. 
There are organizations, such as 
Donorschoose.org that provide 
teachers in under-funded schools 
with a forum to request money for 
projects for their classes to enhance 
their learning experience. 
All donations are tax deductible, 
and you’ll be helping to show kids 
that learning is fun and providing 
them with a better jump at getting 
into college and having a better 
future. 
So even if you don’t agree with 
the government and the decisions it 
makes, there are other ways to make 
a difference.
Staff Editorial
Columbia Daily Spectator (Columbia U.)
(U-WIRE)—“Sex! Sex! It was in 
the air along with the nitrogen and 
the oxygen! The whole campus was 
humid with it!”
Sound familiar? It should, 
because according to Tom Wolfe, 
author of the new, college-centric 
“I Am Charlotte Simmons,” it is 
an accurate approximation of col-
lege life.
It’s an analysis that comes up 
again and again in the tome’s 670-
odd pages. The book begins with an 
experiment by a researcher at Dupont 
University—Wolfe’s fictionalized 
college—that results in a cat attack-
ing a visitor’s “ankle with its forelegs 
and convulsively thrusting its pelvis 
upon his shoe.” Wolfe makes it clear 
that he thinks modern undergradu-
ates are just like that cat, except with 
more disposable income and higher 
SAT scores.
This image of college students 
that Wolfe presents is now going to 
be the image of college life embraced 
by adults across the country. Wolfe, 
an author with John Grisham’s 
sales figures, John Updike’s literary 
prestige, and a uniquely strong cred-
ibility as a reporter, has changed the 
way educated Americans will view 
modern college life.
Unfortunately, it is not an accurate 
or particularly insightful creation. 
Wolfe drops just enough references 
to “sexiles” and “dormcest” to con-
vince a semi-informed reader that 
he knows what he is talking about. 
But Wolfe never acknowledges the 
benefits of many of the modern col-
legiate amenities he lampoons. The 
same coed floors the author claims 
lead to unrestrained sex might also 
encourage real understanding be-
tween genders, but he doesn’t explore 
that possibility.
If one accepts Wolfe’s analysis of 
college students, their passion for 
sex makes sense: They don’t have 
anything else to do. To Wolfe, sex 
is the ultimate barometer of social 
class. The characters, preoccupied 
with asserting their social statuses, 
have no time to pursue excellence 
in their minds or their bodies. This 
view of college life is simply not 
realistic.
If Wolfe were to accurately depict 
college life, he would have to start 
from a radically different premise. 
Students, the same kids who can seem 
so fixated on status or sex, actually 
have professional and intellectual 
goals they want to realize. That is 
the only thing that could give them 
the strength to make it through 
the capricious, soul-deadening, 
meritocratic obstacle course that 
characterize both actual universities 
and Wolfe’s fictional one. The author 
should have found space in his 676 
pages for that message.
Wolfe’s analysis of 
colleges lacks facts
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By Jody Shaw
Editor Emeritus
Last week, Institute Presi-
dent Wayne Clough approved 
a proposal by the Offi  ce of the 
Provost to kick-start the stalled 
Innovative Learning Resource 
Center (ILRC), a teaching and 
learning center intended to serve 
as a central hub for undergradu-
ate activities.
The ILRC was originally 
conceived as the Undergradu-
ate Learning Center four years 
ago in 2000. At the time of its 
proposal, the project garnered 
support from SGA, others in 
the administration and the 
College of Sciences. Modeled 
after Gates Hall, a multipurpose 
learning center at the University 
of Washington, the ILRC was 
intended to serve as a home for 
freshman laboratories, incorpo-
rating facilities similar to those 
in the Library West Commons 
Stalled Learning Center may get new life
as well as academic support such 
as tutoring and advising. (See 
“From the ULC to the ILRC” for 
more information.)
Last week’s newly-approved 
plan allows Vice Provost for 
Undergraduate Studies and Aca-
demic Aff airs Robert McMath 
to reconvene a group to develop 
further plans for the facility. Th eir 
charge is twofold: to work with a 
consultant for the ILRC and to si-
multaneously continue planning 
FROM THE ULC TO THE ILRC: 
DIFFERENT NAME, SAME PURPOSE
for renovations in the existing 
library. Th ough architectural 
design will not begin until state 
funding becomes available, this 
step moves the Institute closer 
towards that process.
In June 2001, Clough pre-
sented the plan for the ILRC to 
the University System’s Board 
of Regents, noting that no 
major classroom building had 
been erected at Tech since the 
1960s.
Th e Board of Regents em-
braced Clough’s proposal and 
added the building to its fi ve-year 
capital priority list, agreeing to 
provide $29 million of the $42 
million estimate of its total cost. 
Th e Institute would raise the rest 
through private fundraising.
Th ough making the state list 
was a “victory” for the Institute, it 
also explains the reason why the 
ILRC’s design and construction 
has been at a standstill.
“If you are on the state list, the 
good news is that you get a lot of 
money from the state. Th e bad 
news is, you do it when they say 
you do it,” McMath said.
Since the ILRC was added 
to the capital priority list, over-
all state funding for campus 
construction has slowed across 
Georgia. 
Th e ILRC remains 11th on 
the list, as the economy has put 
a squeeze on the fi scal fl exibility 




Tech has 165 undergrads who are at least 30 
years old. And for these students, a couple of 
years can make a big diff erence. Page 10
“If you are on the state 
list, the good news is that 
you get a lot of money 
from the state. The bad 
news is, you do it when 
they say you do it.
Robert McMath
Vice provost for undergraduate 
studies and academic aff airs
HALO 2 HITS CAMPUS
...and the Two Bits Man has plenty to say about 
it. His prediction? Halo 2 may be fun for now, 
but world collapse is imminent. Page 19
Originally conceived as the Undergraduate Learning Center, and still informally 
referred to as the Academic Commons, the Innovative Learning Resource Center 
emerged from Tech administrators in 2000 and won approval from the University 
System’s Board of Regents in June of 2001.
“It really came directly from Wayne Clough and Bob Thompson and their experi-
ence at the University of Washington and a building, Gates Hall, at UW,” McMath 
said. “They were also just aware of this type of facility̶a learning center which 
is not a dedicated chemistry building, math building, English building̶and also 
aware that library space needs are critical.”
After visiting Gates and similar buildings at other universities, including the 
University of Arizona, George Mason University and the University of Michigan, 
a planning committee worked with a consultant to undertake a “visioning pro-
cess.”
“Rather than designing the building and deciding what to do inside it, we 
would spend a good deal of time discussing how we wanted to teach and how 
that process would drive the architectural process that would come in the future,” 
McMath said.
During the process, the role of the facility as a new home for laboratories for 
introductory sciences emerged. “Every student who comes to Georgia Tech takes 
eight hours of science, so what better way to ensure that everybody visits the 
building and has the opportunity to benefi t from it,” said Kent Barefi eld, associate 
dean of the College of Sciences. Of the ILRC’s approximately 200,000 square feet, 
the majority would be assigned to classrooms and laboratories.
The visioning process also produced a mission statement for it, which was 
included in Clough’s June 2001 presentation before the Regents that won the 
Institute funding. According to the proposal, the ILRC’s mission is to “provide a 
21st-century learning environment forging critical linkages for undergraduates: 
experiential, collaborative, technology-enhanced classrooms and labs; electronic 
access to library, information and instructional resources; hub of academic support 
for undergraduates; educational innovation and improvement of teaching skills 
for faculty and teaching assistants.”
The statement refl ects the idea that, in addition to being a new home for the 
lab sciences, the ILRC would have expanded library and information facilities, a 
central resource center for tutoring and advising, as well as an area to be used by 
faculty members and teaching assistants to improve their abilities. A fl exible open 
space for exhibitions, meetings and general study would be included as well.
When built, the ILRC would stand between the library and Yellow Jacket Park 
and across from the Skiles Building, where the current E42 parking lot sits.
“I am confi dent 
we can raise all of 
the private funds 




See ILRC, page 13
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“[Professors] tend 
to treat me like an 
irresponsible 18-





Senior Staff  Writer
If you notice the wedding band 
around the fi nger of Frank Graf-
fanino, a third-year Mechanical 
Engineering major, you might be 
prompted to ask him how long he’s 
been married.
“Nine years,” he’d tell you.
Nine?
Th en he’d explain that, despite 
his twenty-something appearance, 
he’s actually 34 years old and living 
in family housing with his wife and 
three kids.
Graff anino is one of 165 under-
graduates at Tech who make up the 
almost invisible “30 years old and 
over” crowd. 
Th ese are Tech’s older students 
whose college careers were delayed or 
interrupted for a variety of reasons, 
and who have now returned to fi nish 
up their education.
In Graff anino’s case, he stayed 
home after his fi rst year of college to 
nurse his father 
back to health 
after a heart at-
tack. During 
that time, he 
took a job in law 
enforcement and 
met and married 
his wife. 
Others, such 




ing major, and 
Justin Ruiz, a 30-year-old fi fth-year 
Aerospace Engineering major, opted 
for a military career after high school. 
After their release from service, they 
resumed their education at com-
munity colleges before switching 
to Tech.
“I ended up transferring to Tech 
because I wanted an engineering de-
gree doing kind of what I was doing 
in the military and in the corporate 
sector,” Jones said.
At a university where most of the 
student body follows the traditional 
college route, older undergraduate 
students are in the minority, and they 
sometimes deal with interesting as-
sumptions from other students.
“The first day...my husband 
helped me move in, and we got 
hungry, [so] we decided to go to a 
dining hall. We walked in, [and] they 
asked us if we were parents,” Jones 
said. “Every time I look around, 
everyone looks so much younger 
than me, and you kind of feel like 
you don’t fi t in.”
Other students have the op-
posite problem: they pass for 10 
years younger and are sometimes 
treated that way, especially in the 
classroom.
“[Professors] tend to treat me like 
an irresponsible 18-year-old instead 
of a grown adult,” said Melanie Snow, 
a third-year Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences major who is 32 years old. 
But Snow, who 
failed out of col-
lege and moved 
direct ly into 
the corporate 
world, said, “I 
really want to 
be here, I work 
really hard to 
stay here.”





dergraduates, despite the age dif-
ference. 
Kathy Silver, a 39-year-old 
third-year Materials Science and 
Engineering major, feared she would 
alienate classmates by acting too 
motherly.
However, “they immediately 
accepted me as their classmate,” she 
said. “I probably seek as much advice 
from them as far as dealing with my 
kids, because they’re so close in age 
to my kids.”
Snow said she has friends who 
take her out to eat, study, and even 
attend the occasional party. “Th at’s 
a lot of fun,” she laughed.
Other students like Graff anino 
feel relieved in escaping the social 
politics of undergraduate school.
See 30+, page 11
Being 30 and an undergrad has its pros and cons
 (Clockwise from top) Kathy Silver, 
Frank Graffagnino, Melanie Snow 
and Justin Ruiz are all under-
graduates who are 30 years old 
or more. For some older students, 
it’s easy to blend in; for others, 
their age makes for interesting 
experiences.  
Photos by Andrew Saulters  /  STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 
Rant. 
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Worried about the GRE? Don’t fret
By Marcela Musgrove
Staff Writer
When applying to college, high 
school students all have to take 
the SAT or ACT. College students 
wishing to go to grad school have 
to take
A) GRE General Test
B) GMAT
C) GRE Subject Test
D) A and C
E) It depends!
The best answer is E. Students 
going on to medical, business or 
law school take specialized entrance 
exams (MCAT, GMAT or LSAT 
respectively). 
Students going on to other gradu-
ate programs are generally expected 
to at least take the general GRE, 
but in some cases it may only be 
optional or may be substituted by 
another exam such as the GMAT.
Some programs may require students 
to take the subject test as well, while 
international students often have to 
take the TOEFL.
With the test fees running over 
$100, the best thing to do is to nar-
row down the list of institutions and 
make sure which tests are required 
or recommended.
For many students on the verge 
of graduation, the GRE is either a 
mystery, a stress, or an annoyance.
The latter was the case with Mat-
thew McKeon, a master’s student 
in Human-Computer Interaction, 
the exam was “just another hoop 
I had to jump through, and I was 
determined to do it right and get it 
out of the way so I could get my real 
goals accomplished,” he said. 
How important is the GRE in 
the application process? Again, it de-
pends on the institution. However, it 
is only one part of the judging criteria 
that includes grades, recommenda-
tions and a written statement.
Luca Dieci, a professor in the 
School of Mathematics and who 
serves as the department’s acting 
graduate coordinator, expressed her 
personal opinion about the GRE. 
“GRE scores are just one piece of 
information by which we evaluate 
applicants,” Dieci said. “They can be 
faulty, in the sense that high scores do 
not necessarily reflect into superior 
performance in future academic 
life. For example, GRE scores are 
not designed to measure creativity 
potential. On the other hand, a low 
GRE score more often than not 
reflects poor preparation.”
The GRE General Test consists 
of an analytical writing section, a 
verbal section, and a quantitative 
section, which may sound familiar 
to veterans of the SAT. But unlike 
the SAT, a paper test, the GRE a 
computerized test, and is adminis-
tered at a computer.
Instead, students sign up for an 
appointment at a Prometric Testing 
Center through the GRE website 
(www.gre.com), by mail or by 
phone. Appointments are scheduled 
on a first-come, first-serve basis, so 
students are advised to make the ap-
See GRE, page 13
By Stephen Marek / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
When you register for the GRE, you receive free software that includes tutorials, practice questions 
and two sample tests. Veterans of the exam recommend various other test-taking strategies as well.
“A lot of those issues I do not have 
to deal with on a daily basis,” he said. 
“I don’t have to worry about going 
out with the guys at night or if this 
girls likes me or, ‘Oh my god, she’s 
breaking up with me,’ and things 
like that.”
The trade-off, however, is the 
commitment these students have to 
their spouses and families. Often, 
the time required for these relation-
ships limits their involvement on 
campus.
“The minute you have children, 
you become a responsible, authori-
tative person,” Graffanino said. 
“Whereas some students just have 
to govern themselves...I have to 
make sure that at the same time that 
I’m studying and taking care of my 
schoolwork...
my children and 




who don’t have 
children face 
a similar time 
crunch.
“All that ex-
tra time I have 
goes into being 
married,” Jones 
said. “I’m not 
there, so I have to 
go home on the 
weekends, and 
[though] I want 
to study, I feel like I have to devote 
more time to our relationship.”
Older undergraduates also some-
times have different priorities from 
the rest of the student body. Ruiz 
said he concerns himself more with 
property taxes, neighborhood safety 
and other issues than campus-related 
matters handled by the Student 
Government Association.
“I come here, take my classes, and 
I leave,” he said. “I’m not familiar 
with names or the places here...[A] 
class said, ‘We’re going to meet at 
the Burger Bowl.’ I really had to 
have someone point it out on the 
map for me.”
 These students do have the 
advantage of longer life experience, 
however, which helps them focus 
better in their academics. Many 
draw on their real-world skills to be 
more productive.
“When you work for a corpora-
tion, you pick up certain people 
skills and time management skills 
and organizational skills that you 
don’t necessarily get fresh out of 
high school,” Snow said. “I think 
that lends me to be a little bit more 
responsible with my studies.”
Family commitments also affect 
post-graduation plans. Whereas 
many college students may move 
directly into graduate school, those 
with families often plan to move 
straight into the workforce to earn 
an income. This adds pressure for 
these students to graduate with good 
grades in a timely fashion.
“[Some students had] an op-
portunity to study abroad, and they 
were debating whether or not they 
wanted to delay their graduation 
another semester...and I just wanted 
to scream...[because] you get all 
that incredible experience,”  Silver 
said. “When you get to be 38 and 
you don’t have that degree yet, then 
you can start toying with whether 
or not you want 




m a ny  o ld e r 
students who 
have returned 
to school receive 
plenty of sup-
port from their 
family and the 
community at 
large. 
“ U s u a l l y, 
most people are 
really supportive 
about it,” Snow 
said. “Because 
it is something that’s really hard to 
do...because I’ve already had a life 
established. I know what its like 
in the real world. I actually made 
money, and then to give all that up 
and then come back to school and 
be a student [is hard].”
Ruiz said that others sometimes 
even gawk at their decision to attend 
Tech instead of a more traditional 
liberal arts institution. He’s often 
labeled a “geek” and a “brainiac,” 
and he sees that reputation for in-
telligence reflected in the student 
body.
“I’m very encouraged by how 
knowledgeable they are, not only 
in these technical fields but also in 
world affairs,” Ruiz said. “When I 
was that same age, I wasn’t nearly 
as involved.”
He also had some advice for the 
rest of the student body.
“Don’t sweat the small things here 
at Georgia Tech, because soon you’ll 
be out of here and on to bigger and 
better things,” Ruiz said.
“When you get to 
be 38 and you don’t 
have that degree 
yet, then you can 
start toying with 
whether or not you 




30+ from page 10
Department











Requires General GRE, Biology Subject GRE is 
optional
Requires General and Physics Subject GRE
Requires General GRE for all master’s and PhD 
programs; requires Computer Science Subject 
GRE for master’s, recommended for Ph.D.
Requires General GRE
Requires General GRE filler txtawdlfknaslkdnfl-
kansdlkfnalksdnlfkn
Requires General GRE 
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Students celebrate Thanksgiving with an early dinner. Aside from the 
food, though, Tech students say they have a lot to be thankful for.
Students give thanks for Tech, instead of turkey
By Patricia Breed
Contributing Writer
 Turkey, football, and pumpkin 
pie: who isn’t ready for a break from 
Tech to enjoy the beginning of the 
holiday season?
 Thanksgiving is a time to pause 
and reflect on the relationships and 
gifts  we’re blessed with every day. 
 Believe it or not, we Techies have 
a lot to be thankful for right here 
on campus. When asked what they 
were thankful for, students, faculty 
and staff gave varied—but equally 
heartfelt—responses.
“I am thankful for an extra week-
long Christmas break, an awe-
some basketball team, [being] 
a Management major and living 
in the South, especially in the 
winter, and of course my family 
and friends!”
Ashley Hightower, fourth-year Man-
agement major
“I am thankful that on a rainy Thanksgiving Day, 17 
years ago, I moved to Atlanta and made Georgia 
Tech my HOME̶thankful that I have a job that 
causes me to bound out of bed every day with the 
anticipation of working with fabulous faculty and 
superb students...thankful that my ‘chosen family’ 
is made up of the most loving, caring people on the 
planet: some absolutely awe-inspiring alumni and 
sincerely stellar students.”
Billiee Pendleton-Parker, Assistant Director, CETL
“I am thankful that I graduated.”
Rachel Kovacs, BS INTA, May 2004
“I’m thankful for the [upcoming] 
UGA football game and the fact 
that we’ll be one week from the UGA 
basketball whooping!”
Michael Phillips, fourth-year Industrial 
Engineering major
“I am truly thankful for all of my friends 
at Tech who have made it their mission 
to keep me as stress free as possible 
by reminding me of life simplest plea-
sures.”
Amy Phuong, fourth-year International 
Affairs major
“I am thankful for the Technique kids 
[that] give me something to read dur-
ing my Friday morning lectures in the 
Management building.”
Tony Le, fifth-year Electrical Engineering major
“I am thankful for all of the 
students who make my job 
so rewarding. They keep me 
inspired even after 20 years 
in academe!”
Deborah Turner, Associate Professor, 
College of Management
“I am thankful for the 18 students 
who work for me and make my job 
much easier than it should be.”
Brett Hulst, Residence Life Coordinator
“I’m thankful for GT Intra-
murals.”
Cody Spencer, second-year 
Computer Science major
“I am thankful that I’ve been able to spend the last few 
years with amazing people at Tech, and for an SGA who 
does an amazing job of helping Tech students.”
Stephanie Bent, third-year Applied Mathematics major
“I am thankful for...my [sorority] 
sisters that love me for who I am and 
who are always there for me.”
Shannon Cohen, second-year Earth 
and Atmospheric Sciences major
“I’m thankful for all the friends I’ve 
made here. Even if I couldn’t go 
home [for Thanksgiving], I 
know I’d have an-





“I’m thankful for Coors Light 
and friends.”
Brantley Beaird, third-year Biomedi-
cal Engineering major
“I am thankful that 
I have 26 days ‘til 
graduation!”
Jim Sinclair, fifth-year 
Materials Science and En-
gineering major
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what those renovations should look 
like, much of it through student 
focus groups.
According to Stuart, however, 
this process has occurred “in ig-
norance of the new building.” For 
library officials, the limbo in which 
the ILRC remains makes it difficult 
to consider it in relation to plans for 
the existing library.
In the College of Sciences, As-
sociate Dean Kent Barefield hopes 
to develop more new laboratory 
techniques to match the future labo-
ratory facilities in the ILRC, such 
as the “discovery labs” instituted 
this semester in the introductory 
biology sequence.
“What is happening in biology 
is certainly what we want to happen 
across the board,” Barefield said.
He also believes that new facili-
ties will provide the opportunity to 
employ collaborative learning and 
educational technologies. Theme 
coordination across the introductory 
labs could also be possibility: with 
all the basic laboratories in the same 
physical location, studying the same 
phenomenon or organism from the 
different perspectives of the various 
disciplines might provide an interest-
ing twist on science education.
With possible funding in the 
future, attention toward the ILRC 
has been refocused, even if the de-
sign and construction of the facility 
remain nearly two years away. When 
completed, all expect the building 
to dramatically impact the under-
graduate experience.
“This building is a powerful state-
ment by Georgia Tech that under-
graduate education is an important 
priority,” McMath said.
Luckily, there are various re-
sources to learn what strategies do 
work for the GRE. Upon registering 
for the exam, students are sent free 
software which incudes test tutorials, 
practice questions and two actual 
computer-adaptive tests. Compa-
nies such as Kaplan and Princeton 
Review offer expensive prep classes 
and occasional free practice sessions, 
as well as books and CD-roms.
Although the test has gone 
through many changes in the past 
few years, some old-fashioned strate-






dent, said, “I 
have two boxes 
of roughly 3,500 
index cards total 
with GRE words 
on them.” 
On a similar 
but less extreme 
note, Amanda 
Nance, a mas-
ter’s student in 
Human-Computer Interaction, 
said, “I learned 70 new words 
before I took the GRE the second 
time, and my verbal score improved 
significantly.”
Lex Spoon, a Computer Science 
Ph.D. student, gave more light-
hearted advice. “Don’t tie yourself 
in knots worrying, but do give the 
test some respect,” he said. “Study 
every day for months, eat well the 
day before, eat a good breakfast, 
get plenty of rest beforehand, and 
it’s a cinch.”
“[The capital priority list] is a list 
of schools to be funded by bonds,” 
McMath said. “With the economy 
being soft for the last four years, the 
list has just not moved.”
Privately-funded construction 
has continued on campus, mean-
ing that projects conceived after 
the ILRC have already been built. 
The Technology Square complex, 
the Student Center Commons, the 
Ford ES&T building and the Bobby 
Dodd Stadium expansion serve 
as examples of campus additions 
funded completely or predominantly 
by private funds raised from alumni 
and other donors.
Though Tech had the option to 
pursue greater private funding op-
tions for the ILRC, administrators 
continued to wait on the promised 
state monies in order to leave private 
resources untapped and available for 
other future projects.
Despite the recent trends in 
public funding, Clough expressed 
optimism that funding for the ILRC 
could appear in the near future. The 
administration has received notifica-
tion from the University System that 
the coming year’s capital request will 
be higher than in the past.
“If this is the case, it heightens 
our chances of getting funding for 
the [ILRC] in [Fiscal Year] 07 (July 
2006),” Clough said.
The president also noted that the 
Institute has already obtained 75 
percent of the $13 million worth of 
private funds projected to be neces-
sary for the project’s completion.
“I am confident we can raise all 
of the private funds needed for the 
original plan, and some additional 
amount within reason,” Clough 
said.
Administrators in the Library, 
College of Sciences and other 
stakeholders involved in the ILRC 
have continued innovation in their 
departments.
The Library West Commons 
(LWC), which opened in 2002, is a 
joint effort between the Library and 
the Office of Information Technol-
ogy. It is an example of a “collabora-
tive project” that the ILRC aims to 
emulate on a larger scale.
“Often it is difficult to see beyond 
our respective silos, but through the 
Commons project, we learned the 
importance of collaboration,” said 
the library’s Associate Director for 
Public Services Crit Stuart.
The LWC’s success with stu-
dents sparked further discussions 
related to renovations throughout 
the library. Stuart and other library 
administrators have been working 
to gather initial information about 
pointment early to get the date they 
want, since there is a crunch around 
the end of the semester as application 
deadlines approach.
The GRE is a computer-adaptive 
test, which means that instead of 
predetermined questions, the test 
adapts itself according to whether 
you are answering the questions cor-
rectly.Questions start out easy and 
get harder if you get them right or 





s tudent  Jose 
Zagal, “Mess-
ing up on an 
early question is 
more detrimen-
tal than messing 
up on a later one 
since the first 




ally speaking, if you are taking the 
exam and start to run into really hard 
questions, that is a good sign.”
As David Roberts, a Computer 
Science Ph.D. student points out, 
the computer test changes the strate-
gies that students usually use for 
standardized tests. “You can’t skip 
questions that you are not completely 
sure of...and return to them after 
finishing the ones you know,” he 
said. “Additionally, if you realize 
later on that you made a mistake, 
you can’t go back either.”
GRE from page 11
“This building is a 
powerful statement 
by Georgia Tech 
that undergraduate 
education is an 
important priority.”
Robert McMath
Vice provost for 
undergrad studies
ILRC from page 9
“You can’t skip 
questions that you 
are not completely 
sure of...and return 
to them after 
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High hosts Van Gogh, Picasso, others
 Vincent Van Gogh, Self Portrait, 1887 
Van Gogh’s Self Portrait is one of 84 pieces on loan to the High from 
the Kröller-Müller Museum Collection in the Netherlands.
Gore overrides plot in Saw
By Halley Espy
Staff Writer
With a mixture of sophisticated 
art addicts and trendy artistic types, 
the High Museum drew a crowd this 
past weekend with all of the attention 
focused on one exhibit: Van Gogh 
to Mondrian: Modern Art from the 
Kröller-Müller 
Museum.
T h e  c o l -
lection of late 
1 9 t h - c e n -
tury and early 
20th-century 
modern pieces 




land. On display 
since Oct. 19, 
the collection 
is housed at the 
High until Jan. 
16, 2005.
W i t h  8 4 
paintings, drawings and other ornate 
art pieces on display, the collection 
is the largest of its kind coming to 
the U.S. in over 50 years; some of 
the rare pieces have never been to the 
U.S. until now. Twenty pieces alone 
are celebrated works of pointillist 
pioneer Vincent Van Gogh. 
Whimsical patterns in Van 
Gogh’s Café Terrace of Night and 
Olive Grove depict familiar scenery 
in a new light; the movement of 
intricate dot patterns captivated the 
appreciative audience.
The entire exhibit is organized 
around the Dutch artist, with Van 
Gogh’s Self-Portrait acting as a 
gateway not only to the exhibit, but 
also to the artist’s innermost reflec-
tions and passions manifested in a 
tangible production. 
Self-Portrait is an introspective 
piece that draws the onlooker into the 
painting. At the heart of the exhibit, 




The history of 
the collection is 
dictated through 












As a unique 
aspect to the audio tour, David A. 
Brenneman gives critical insight 
into how the rare collection came to 
be housed at a museum envisioned 
by patron of modern art Helene 
Kröller-Müller. 
Influenced by art historian H.P. 
Bremmer, Helene Kröller-Müller’s 
wealth and keen artistic flair pro-
vided the means for pulling together 
a remarkable collection of modern 
masterpieces over a relatively short 
time. 
Van Gogh to Mondrian expresses 
the artistic viewpoint of Kröller-Mül-
ler with the comprehensive collection 
“It was worth 
visiting the High 
with an artist as 
prestigious as Van 
Gogh featured in 
Atlanta, especially if 
you haven’t seen his 
work before.”
David McCann
Fourth-year CS and 
Physics major
unfolding the progressing quality of 
Van Gogh’s work. 
David McCann, fourth-year 
double major in Physics and Com-
puter Science, described the merit 
of the exhibit and the crowd. “It was 
worth visiting the High with an artist 
as prestigious as van Gogh featured 
in Atlanta, especially if you haven’t 
seen his work before. There was a 
good mix of people there, including 
other Tech students,” he said.
Van Gogh to Mondrian is a unique 
opportunity currently happening 
in Atlanta. The exhibit is worth the 
trip to the High, as the collection is 
exciting to an array of people with 
varying degrees of artistic interest. 
   
By Amanda Dugan
Contributing Writer
“How far would you go to save 
your own life?” asks the serial 
killer of Saw while he tests his 
victim’s will to live. 
This interesting premise drives 
Saw, which explores the work of 
a serial killer who is obsessed 
with teaching his victims the 
value of life. Saw’s killer abducts 
people who are morally corrupt 
and places them in impossible 
situations so that they have to 
win back their lives. 
A disturbing version of a wake-
up call for today’s power driven 
society, Saw begins after several 
murders where puzzle pieces have 
been left as signatures. 
This “jigsaw” killer has now 
locked two men, Adam and Dr. 
Gordon, in a room to attain 
their second lives. Locked to 
pipes on opposite sides of a de-
crepit bathroom, the men find 
a recently deceased man and 
the gun he used to take his life 
between them. 
Saw proceeds by unweaving 
the tangled web that brought 
both the men to such a predica-
ment. Rather than focusing on 
what could be a truly original 
script and mystery, Saw is left 
underdeveloped with poor acting 
and predictable characters. The 
background story of how each 
character became a target is weak 
and is confounded painfully by 
poor acting. 
Placed in the most primal 
situation, kill or be killed, each 
victim’s actions fall flat and feel 
contrived. Particularly, Adam 
and Dr. Gordon are played 
as shallow, one-dimensional 
puppets. 
The movie almost redeems 
See Saw, page 17
Comic convention 
comes to Atlanta
For fans of Superman, Batman 
and The Green Lantern, the Marriott 
Hotel Century Boulevard (2000 
Century Blvd. NE) will be hosting 
the Atlanta Comic Convention 
this Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Join your fellow comic aficionados 
this weekend and marvel (no pun 
intended) at your old favorites. 
Tickets cost $4 at the door and $3 
in advance.
Kiss my glass (art, 
that is)
Through the Dec. 18, the At-
lanta Botanical Gardens is hosting 
“Chihuly in the Garden,” a showing 
of glass art by Dale Chihuly that 
is made to be seen amongst flow-
ers and plants. The gardens are in 
Midtown and are open from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Tickets are $12 for general 
admission, $9 for seniors, and $7 




Because we apparently live in a 
world where you can’t even have a 
poetry reading without someone 
hinting at the possibility of a violent 
smackdown, Underground Atlanta is 
hosting “Poetry Slam” every Thurs-
day from noon to 8 p.m. through 
Jan. 20. Come and find out whatever 
it is that people are writing poetry 
about nowadays.
GIVE THANKS
Students talk about what they are 
thankful for including friends, fun, 
sports and beer. Page 12
LOOKIN’ GOOD
Basketball has a good showing in 
their victory over LeMoyne in the last 
exhibition game of the season. Page 27
Red vs. Blue: Following the long-anticipated release of Halo 2 last week, students enjoy free-play sessions of the game at Tech Rec. First week sales for Halo 2 
reportedly topped 3 million in North America alone.
By Hillary Lipko/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
“This ‘jigsaw’ 
killer has now 
locked two men, 
Adam and Dr. 
Gordon, in a room 
to attain their 
second lives.”
Photo courtesy Lionsgate Films
Adam (Leigh Whannell) finds himself chained to a basement 
pipe with no way out in the gory horror film, Saw.
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Lil’ Jon represents South with Crunk Juice  
Ruben Sanchez
Tufts Daily (Tufts U.)
( U-W I R E )  M EDFOR D, 
Mass.—No one does crunk better 
than Lil’ Jon, whose latest studio 
release with the East Side Boyz, 
Crunk Juice, dropped in record 
stores Tuesday.
The crunk genre exploded into 
the mainstream of American hip-hop 
in 2003 with hits like “Get Low” by 
Lil’ Jon & the East Side Boyz.
Crunk is part of a strange revolu-
tion in hip-hop coming out of the 
South. The popularity and airplay 
of crunk has grown slowly since the 
late ‘90s but, chances are, if you’re 
not from Florida or Georgia, the 
noise is likely to be relatively new 
to you.
It seems strange when broken 
down, but the music Lil’ Jon has 
become so skilled at creating out 
of noise can border on electronica 
on one extreme and punk on the 
other. Rap lyrics don’t always blend 








Saw from page 15
itself with unique victim and killer 
interactions. Saw’s murderer never 
actually commits murder. 
The killer creatively places each 
of his victims into situations more 
creative and twisted than the last 
where they take their own lives or 
that of others. 
The havoc that comes of the vic-
tims’ deaths is over the top and deliv-
ers the paralyzing chills one hopes 
for in a movie like Saw. The intensity 
doesn’t last much longer than the 
moments of terror, though. 
Saw recaptures its audience and 
itself from being just another gory 
mess by revealing the serial killer in 
a truly unexpected way. 
Still, knowing who the killer is 
resolves very little as the story doesn’t 
develop his motive beyond making 
people appreciate life and all but 
avoids seriously exploring who the 
murderer is until the last scene. 
More carnage than plot, Saw 
provides intense scares, but finding 
out how far you’d go to save your life 
isn’t worth rushing to the theater. 
Like to write? Email development@nique.
net!  Meetings on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in 
Room 137 of the Flag Building.
against itself, trying to move in two 
different directions. Still, the jarring 
sounds of crunk are reaching more 
listeners and fans each day. Crunk, 
like beer, is an acquired taste.
“What U Gon’ Do” is the 
lead single off Crunk Juice, and it 
features the East 
Side Boyz singing 
call-and-response 
lyrics over one of 
the deeper crunk 




pears in distortion 
over and over 
again. The same 
distortion starts 
to capture voices 
at the end of verses and a synthetic 
whistle holds up the refrain melody. 
The beat belongs to a more ominous 
strain of Lil’ Jon’s work, represented 
by a few tracks on this album. 
Lil’ Jon is a producer/rapper who 
knows that his real talent is creating 
beats, so Crunk Juice features a long 
list of featured artists including: R. 
Kelly, Usher, Ice Cube, Ludacris, 
T.I., Snoop Dogg and Nas.
Ice Cube gives a stand-out per-
formance on “Real Nigga Roll Call” 
reminiscent of his own club hit “You 
Can Do It.” Cube 
always raps angry 
and his emotions 
feed off the hard-
driving beat on 
this one.
R. Kelly and 
Usher are featured 
on separate but 
similar tracks. 
The pounding of 
crunk gives way to 
sugary melodies to 
create a sub-genre, 
which could be called Crunk&B. 
These tracks are designed to capture 
more of a female audience more 
inclined to R&B ballads. Lil’ Jon 
even sings on one of these tracks, 
thereby increasing his credits to 
producer/rapper/singer.
Even though Lil’ Jon & the East 
Side Boyz rented a mansion with a 
recording studio in Miami to work 
on their latest album, the sounds of 
other regions influenced the creation 
of Crunk Juice. 
“Aww Skeet Skeet” resembles 
a go-go joint that could have been 
lifted out of a Washington, D.C. 
night club.  The live feel totally 
go-gos along with the use of a full 
drum battery.
Lil’ Jon doesn’t produce every 
track. The legendary Rick Rubin 
adds a menacing track to this al-
bum. The Neptunes also get in on 
the production; their stop and go, 
up tempo beat hides some trance 
melodies in the lower layers.
The release of Crunk Juice has 
become an event in its own right. 
The appearance of so many featured 
artists and producers confirms that 
Lil’ Jon and his brand of hip-hop 
have made it big. 
For a limited time the album will 
be sold in a two-disc special edition 
with a bonus DVD. 
“The pounding of 
crunk gives way to 
sugary melodies 
to create a sub-
genre, which 
could be called 
Crunk&B.”
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20. City in Arizona
21. Order 
22. Edible spread 
23. Start of a quip by Barry 
Goldwater: 2 wds. 
25. Dinner table item 
27. A letter 
28. Child 
29. Hauling charge 
31. Lunchroom 
32. Use a flail 
34. Adam’s __ (water) 
35. To be, in Bordeaux 
36. Necklace 
39. Part 2 of quip: 3 wds. 
45. Main artery 
46. Macaw 
47. Angry 
48. Medical  specialty: abbr. 
49. Part of NLRB: abbr. 
50. Entertainment phenom-
enon 
55. Covered passageway 
57. Like some streets: hyph. 
59. Party garment 
60. Western Indian 
61. “Star Trek” captain 
62. Summer camp boat 
63. Unsealed 
65. Male swan 
68. Part 3 of quip: 2 wds. 
72. Draft org. 
73. Apportions 
75. Luminesced 
76. “Peter Pan” dog 
78. Contended 
79. Remedy 
80. Of the voice box 
85. Ducks 
88. Online IDs: 2 wds. 
90. Neck part 
91. __ Lingus 
92. Regretted 
94. Lennon’s widow 
95. Old-hat 
96. Part 4 of quip: 4 wds. 
102. Lutrine animal 
103. Imprison 
104. Upper limit 
105. Ancient Greek shrine 
107. Mysterious 
110. Dolor 
112. Austin Powers, e.g. 
113. Sigma’s follower 
116. Like square meals 
118. End of the quip: 3 wds. 
121. Stage skirt 
122. Canonical hour 
123. Stiff hair 
124. __ nous 
125. Understands 
126. Cloying 
127. Paleozoic and others 
128. Flowers 
DOWN
1. Belgrade native 
2. Test answer 
3. “Rule, Britannia” com-
poser 
4. Against 
5. Incarnation of Vishnu 
6. Young swan 
7. “__ Wiedersehen!” 
8. Covered thickly 
9. Dasheen 
10. Certain transaction 
11. Saws 
12. Long river 
13. Outside: prefix 
14. And so on: 2 wds. 
15. Mexican Indian 
16. Fashion magazine 
17. Approach 
18. Conservative 
24. Part of Scand. 
26. Breadwinner 
30. Kind of cry 
32. Catalog entries 
33. Mold 
35. Shogun’s city 
36. Jargon 
37. White with age 
38. Commedia dell’__ 
40. Average 
41. Neighbor of Syria 
42. Aches 
43. French West __ 
44. Chargers 
50. Underground structures 
51. E pluribus __ 
52. Wood finisher 
53. 1,000 kilograms 
54. Excited 




64. School in Philadelphia 
65. Warning 
66. Twist or Cromwell 
67. Indistinct 
69. Old Spanish coin 
70. Like so 
71. Concerning: 2 wds. 
74. Unmatched 
77. Related on the father’s 
side 
80. Propertied one 
81. Love affair 
82. Orient 
83. Domed recess 
84. Sly look 
86. Opera by Verdi 
87. Implies 
89. __ sequitur 
93. Summer on the Seine 
95. Nylon, e.g. 
97. Son of Daedalus 
98. Wall bracket for candles 
99. Aim for 
100. Spring mo. 
101. High-ranking Turks 
106. Books expert: abbr. 




111. River into the Seine 
113. Moppets 
114. “God’s Little __” 
115. Stringed instruments 
117. Chop 
119. __ __ standstill 
120. L-P link 
See Solutions, page 20
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010010110100101010011TWO BITS
Halo 2 released; world screeches to halt
I am weak, dear readers. I am 
lacking in strong moral fiber. I 
am deficient of willpower, and I 
am currently engaged in radically 
self-destructive behavior which is 
bound, bound I say, to be the end 
of me. Last week, I bought Halo 2, 
and it’s tearing me apart.
It all started with the single-
player, which I beat in a space of 
less than 24 hours after I bought the 
game. My only source of comfort (or 
soul-wrenching horror) is the almost 
iron-clad certainty that at any given 
time and location on campus, there 
is almost definitely some person 
within a 100-foot radius of me that 
did it in 12.
Then there’s the multiplayer, which 
is like manna from heaven. Seriously, 
my MP has increased, 
like, 
three-fold since I started playing 
this game (rimshot).
The amount of time that I spend 
watching little red and blue men kill 
each other is both staggering and 
horrifying. I mean, I’m a reasonably 
well-adjusted guy, but this game is 
ruining my life. For God’s sake, my 
eyes haven’t stopped burning from 
overuse since last Tuesday. Halo 2 
is going to make me go blind and I 
still can’t stop myself. 
The plus side of the whole po-
tentially life-shattering debilitation 
thing is that, under our current 
“Who Wants to Sue And Then Be 
a Millionaire” legal system, my own 
self-destructive behavior might 




cash and prizes. I’ll be able to buy 
any of you “normies” —as I imagine 
I’ll begin to call you all—10 times 
over. 
Ludicrous wealth and seeing eye 
dogs aside, I can’t help but wonder 
what Halo 2 might do to the student 
population at large. This game could, 
theoretically, be the end of Tech as 
we know it. Think of it. Thousands 
of already reclusive nerds starved to 
death after their Dorritos and Jolt 
Cola stores run dry. The fatter ones 
could last a few more days on their 
internal reserves, but even that’s just 
a stopgap against their inevitable 
demise. 
Classes would be failed by the 
truckload and if the campus network 
goes down, the OIT building would 
almost certainly be smoldering ash 
within the hour. God help the poor 
bastards inside. And that’s just the 
first few days.
The large scale effects of the 
world’s intelligentsia dead at the 
hands of what is essentially an 
advanced successor to Duck Hunt 
could set back human civilization 
millennia. 
Cities would fall, whole na-
tions would collapse into chaos 
in the space of days and without 
anyone still alive possessing 
a certain baseline intellect, 
no one will be around to call 
George W. Bush an idiot. That, 
perhaps, is the greatest tragedy of 
all. So, yeah. Worldwide collapse, 
looting and rioting, millions dead. 
That about sums it up. 
I think it’s safe to say that the 
boys of Bungie have quite outdone 
themselves with this attempt. Now, 
if you’ll kindly excuse me, I’ve got 




551 Flat Shoals Rd. 
(404) 681-3600 
www.echostatic.com/echolounge
11/20 Trachtenburg’s *Family* Slide-
show Players, Luna (Farewell Tour)
11/22 Demented Are Go!
11/23 Short Lived! A film Slam
COTTON CLUB




11/20 Sony Walkman Presents Helmet 
with Instruction
THE EARL 
488 Flat Shoals Ave. 
(404) 522-3950 
www.badearl.com
11/19 a benefit for the family of Todd 
Butler
11/20 Stomp and Stammer presents: 
White Lights
11/22 Drag the River
11/23 East Atlanta Kids Club Benefit
11/24 Fight Eight
VARIETY PLAYHOUSE 
1099 Euclid Ave. 
(404) 521-1786 
www.variety-playhouse.com
11/19 Leftover Salmon, California 
Guitar Trio
11/20 Robert Earl Keen, Peter Case
11/24 Melissa Ferrick
THE MASQUERADE
695 North Ave. 
(404) 577-2007 
www.masq.com
11/19 Coheed & Cambria, Under 
Oath, Three
11/20 Coolhand Luke, Sleeping at Last, 
Taylor Sorrensen, The Chariot, He Is
  Legend, As Cities Burn, Farless, 
Showbread, Spoken Word with 
Bradley Hathaway
11/21 The Donnas, The Von Bondies, 
Thr Starlight Desperation , Bayside,
  Brandston, The Sleeping, The Black 
Maria
11/22 Straylight Run, Hot Rod Circuit, 
Northstar, Say Anything
11/23 The Hives, The Rodgers Sisters, 
The Deadly Snakes
STAR BAR
437 Moreland Ave. 
(404) 681-9018 
www.starbar.net
11/19 1000 Fires, The Chain Poets
11/20 Sound of Urchin, RPG
11/22 Fifteen Minutes of Fame Karaoke
11/23 Funk Disco w/ DJ Romeo 
Cologne
11/25 3rd annual “I Hate My Family” 
Thanksgiving party
SMITH’S OLDE BAR




11/20 Christ Knight, Clay Cook, 
Tommy Deans, Speakeasy
11/21 Sam Shaber, Vinx
11/22 Glen Phillips (of Toad the Wet 
Sprocket)
11/23 Garrison Fields
11/24 Will Hoge, Sam Thacker
11/25 Dubconscious
THE MARK
79 Poplar St. 
(678) 904-0050 
www.themarkatlanta.com
 11/19 Madhatter presents John “OO” 
Fleming
RIBS ‘N’ BLUES
86 5th St., NW 
(404) 249-8808 
www.ribsnblues.com
11/19 The Jumping Jukes
11/20 The Black Sheep
11/27 The Greasy Spoons
www.nique.net/sliver
sliver
sleep’s a slut - you just can’t get enough of it 
To Tech Guys: “Do you want to study” does not mean “Do you 
want to date” 
I love my GT Chorale!!! 
Ethan’s front page pic is so awesome. Marry me Ethan! :)  
See page 23  for more Slivers!
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UConn from page 28
Ball threw for a career high 288 
yards by completing 22 of 38 passes 
with no interceptions.  The big-play 
receivers were Johnson, Nate Curry 
and Levon Thomas who often times 
made catches that left the crowd 
in awe.
“From the beginning of the season 
I said I’m going to give them a chance 
to go get it, and that’s what they did 
today,” Ball said.
Johnson caught six passes for 
a season high 
131 yards, a 
great encore 
to last week’s 
per formance 
ver su s  N.C . 
State, against 
whom he made 
a spectacular 
o n e - h a n d e d 
catch in the 
fourth quarter 
that some fans 
simply refer to as 
“The Snag.”  
T h o m a s 
c aug ht  fou r 
passes for 31 
y a r d s ,  a n d 
Curry made five receptions for 83 
yards.  Curry now has more than 
1,000 career receiving yards and is 
ranked No. 16 in school history for 
that category. 
Rashaun Grant churned out 
73 yards on 19 carries against the 
Huskies. Grant received a majority 
of the carries for the second straight 
week with P.J. Daniels still sidelined 
by injury.
On the defensive side of the ball, 
the Jackets allowed just 20 yards 
rushing and 205 yards passing.  That 
passing mark was 90 yards below 
UConn quarterback Dan Orlovsky’s 
average of 295 yards per contest 
coming in to the game.
One reason the Jackets contained 
the UConn passing game is because 
of the amount of pressure the Jack-
ets were able to put on Orlovsky. 
Defensive end Travis Parker said 
the defense tried “to focus on not 
letting him set his feet.”
The Huskies were only able to 
score one touchdown against Tech, 
and it came far too late, as there was 
no time left on the game clock when 
Connecticut made it to the end zone 
for the first time.
The Jacket defense also blocked 
two punts during the contest. “All 
week long we saw that the center 
wasn’t real quick off the ball. We 
knew that if we attacked him and 
got to him quick 
we could get to 
the punt,” said 
junior Ajenavi 
Eziemefe, who 
blocked the first 
punt, which Djay 
Jones returned 
five yards for a 
touchdown.
Late in the 
t h i r d  qu a r-
ter Jones also 
blocked a punt, 
which gave the 




later Travis Bell kicked a 29-yard 
field goal, his third of the game. 
Bell has made 12 consecutive field 
goals this year, which is a new school 
record. He broke Luke Manget’s 
previous record of 10 straight.
Bell has missed only one field 
goal this season which was his first 
attempt in the first game against 
Samford.  “If you would have asked 
me after the Samford game if I’d go 
12 for 12, I would have said, ‘No way. 
There’s no chance,’” Bell said.
To finish the season Tech will 
face two tough opponents.  They face 
No. 18 Virginia at home on Nov. 20. 
The following week on Nov. 27 the 
Jackets travel to Athens to take on 
No. 11 ranked in-state rival UGA. 
Both games will be televised on 
ABC, and both games will begin 
at 1 p.m. 
“All week long we 
saw that the center 
wasn’t real quick off 
the ball. We knew 
that if we attacked 
him and got to him 




ran down, but a fumble on the goal 
line saved the day for Tech. 
The Yellow Jackets kicked a field 
goal in overtime to win the game, 
and Grant Field was flooded with 
students and fans. Ripping Georgia’s 
heart out felt extremely good. 
The win became bragging rights 
for a whole year. Tech alumni could 
go back to and tell all of their Georgia 
co-workers (or employees for that 
matter) about the game. You could 
call your high school friends who 
were in Athens and ask “How ‘bout 
them Dawgs?”  
Tech went on to win the next 
year, while Georgia has won three 
straight in the series. Either way, 
the winning side has a year of brag-
ging rights.
“Every Tech fan has to work or 
interact with UGA fans, and there 
is nothing better than to be able to 
smirk at the UGA fans after a [Tech] 
win.  It’s 364 days of bliss,” said for-
mer Tech student Will Jennings.
A main reason for all the hatred 
is the amount of respect between the 
schools. Any Tech fan will tell you 
that UGA is its biggest rival. 
Tech fans may feel some UGA 
fans do not respect Tech as their 
main rival. UGA fans will often men-
tion Florida, Tennessee or possibly 
Auburn before getting to Tech when 
listing their biggest rivals. From my 
experiences, UGA fans feel lucky to 
break even against many SEC rivals, 
but expect to beat Tech. 
The last Georgia coach who lost 
three in a row to Tech was out of a 
job the next football season.  The 
last three seasons UGA has had a 
trio of its best teams of the last 20 
years, a big reason for a three-game 
winning streak in the series. 
Many Tech fans I know, myself 
included, are tired of hearing about 
how great of a player David Pol-
lack is or how hard safety Thomas 
Davis hits. 
Maybe I am biased, but I would 
like to hear some talk of how good 
of a wide receiver Tech has in Calvin 
Johnson. 
I’d like to hear how Tech has 
three capable running backs that 
can hurt you in different ways or 
how Tech’s defensive line is just as 
good as the “unrelenting” defensive 
line of the Bulldogs. 
This rivalry comes down to re-
spect and bragging rights. Telling 
all of your UGA friends how much 
of a better school Tech is gets old 
after a while.  
The Yellow Jackets need a strong 
performance against Virginia this 
weekend to build on their regained 
confidence from victories over N.C. 
State and Connecticut.
UGA will have a week off to 
recover from a 24-6 thrashing at 
the hands of national title contender 
Auburn.
Whatever the outcome, both 
teams will likely be going to bowl 
games at the end of the season. How-
ever, this will be my last Tech-Geor-
gia game as a student at the Institute, 
and I cannot imagine a better send 
off from Tech than beating Georgia 
on their home field.
“The last Georgia 
coach who lost three 
in a row to Tech was 
out of a job the next 
football season.”
UGA from page 28
By Charles Frey / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
Tech only plays Georgia in football one Saturday each year, but the 
result of the game is not quickly forgotten by either side.
www.nique.net/sliver
sliver
Who cares if the EpIII trailer was all over the internet a couple days 
later...I still had to pay homage to my geekiness and come home early 
from work 
My apartment is infested with koala bears....it’s the cutest infestation 
ever... 
Oh, and uh, Friday will be Hawaiian shirt day...so, ah, if you have a...
Hawaiian shirt, feel free to uh...wear it. 
I’ve been to third world countries with better drainage systems than 
Georgia Tech!!!  
I propose the creation of a clone army to combat the rising threat of 
the STAC majors 
See page 24 for more Slivers!
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Volleyball finishes perfect ACC run
By Christopher Gooley / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
With wins over Maryland and Virginia, Tech finished the ACC season 
undefeated. Lynnette Moster was named conference player of the 
year on Wednesday, and six Tech players made All-ACC teams. 
By John Scaduto
Contributing Writer
It is always difficult to follow up 
a monumental season with another, 
but Tech volleyball is poised to do 
just that. The 2003 squad won a 
school-record 34 matches, lost only 
four, won the ACC regular season, 
advanced to the Elite Eight of the 
NCAA tournament (the longest run 
by any ACC team ever) and posted 
a program-best four All-Americans. 
Last year’s team also included 2003 
ACC Player of the Year and cen-
terpiece of the Tech offense Kele 
Eveland, who graduated and now 
plays professionally in Spain.
The expectations were still there, 
as the Jackets were ranked No. 12 
and unanimously chosen to take the 
conference title, along with three 
players being placed on the preseason 
all-conference team. 
Starting out the season, Tech 
faced an extremely rough early 
schedule. The squad lost five out of 
the first seven matches, while only 
winning four games in those losses, 
all before conference play began. 
They were struggling to create the 
synergy that had taken the program 
to new heights in the previous 
season. This was especially true for 
the offense under new setter, junior 
Lindsey Laband.
In the Jackets’ defense, out of their 
five losses, three of the opponents are 
now ranked in the top eight nation-
ally. Since that fifth loss to Ohio State 
on Sept. 12, the ladies have reeled 
off 21 straight wins in dominating 
fashion. 
They have 
e v e n  d o n e 
something that 
no ACC team 
can claim since 
1997—the team 
went undefeat-
ed in regular 
season confer-
ence play with 
a 16-0 record. 
On top of that, 
they have only 
dropped four 
games in that 
same stretch. 
Now t hey 
have the chance to do something 
else the 2003 squad could not, which 
is take the conference tournament as 
well as the regular season title.
While Tech has not yet been 
able to climb back into the rank-
ings, statistically they remain just 
as prominent. 
The team is first in the nation in 
assists per game at 16.99, second in 
kills per game at 18.36 and seventh 
in hit percentage at .299. 
Individually the Jackets may be 
even stronger than in 2003. Return-
ing All-Americans Lynnette Moster 
and Lauren Sauer are enjoying out-
standing seasons, and Marissa Aston 
is continuing to lead the defensive 
front while setting an example for 
the newer players.
Eveland’s replacement, Laband, 
is also fairing pretty well. Laband 
currently ranks first in the nation in 
assists per game with an incredible 
15.04 mark. She has also taken home 
two ACC Player of the Week awards 
with the latest coming this week. 
Teammates Moster and Jayme 
Gergen have also been named player 
of the week twice each during the 
year.
Moster was just named the ACC 
Player of the Year for her efforts, and 
head coach Bond Shymansky was 
named ACC 
Coach of the 
Year as well. 
Much of the 
success lies with 
Shymansky. He 
has turned this 
program into 
what it is today, 
and he contin-
ues to push for 
improvement 
even when it 
seems the pro-
gram is at its 
highest.
“The signifi-
cance of going 
undefeated through conference 
play and finishing 16-0 hasn’t 
quite sunken in for out team, yet,” 
Shymansky said as reported by 
ramblinwreck.com, “[and it] is 
great to see that we have younger 
players coming up in our program 
to continue the success.”
After taking care of Maryland 
and Virginia earlier in the week, the 
Yellow Jackets are now in Charlot-
tesville, Va., chasing the tournament 
title that eluded them last year. 
After the tournament the ladies 
travel to Athens to face-off with 
Georgia on Nov. 23 and finish the 
regular season against Winthrop 
in Atlanta on Nov. 26, with the 
NCAA tournament looming in the 
near future.
“The significance of 
going undefeated 
through conference 
play and finishing 
16-0 hasn’t quite 




Hockey from page 28
ties as the power play was clicking 
on both sides. 
The Jackets were outshot in the 
contest 52-38, but a strong perfor-
mance from Nick Rice in goal held 
the Ice Dogs at bay.
The team relied on another 
strong performance from Rice and 
the defense to carry them their 4-2 
victory against Florida State. Rice 
managed to stop 22 of the 24 shots 
attempted by the Seminoles.
Don Anthony and Christian 
Gattung assisted on Fernandes’s 
goal to give the Jackets an early first 
period goal. The 1-0 lead held up for 
the Jackets until Florida State tied 
it up in the waning moments of the 
second period to tie the game up at 
one goal apiece going into the decisive 
third period.
The team came out fast and 
furiously for the start of the third 
period. Drew Baker and O’Connor 
assisted on a Zaucha goal, which was 
followed up by a Jonathan Rosen-
field goal on an assist by Stapleton 
to give the Jackets some breathing 
room at 3-1. 
The Seminoles closed the gap 
to 3-2 with an even strength goal 
with about nine minutes to go, 
but that would be as close as they 
would get. 
With five minutes to go in the 
game, Stapleton scored his second 
goal of the game with an assist 
from Anthony on the power play to 
solidify the fourth consecutive win 
for the Jackets. 
The Jackets will be in Orlando this 
weekend at the University of Central 
Florida’s Hockey Tournament. The 
Jackets will be playing the Citadel 
on Friday night. 
Saturday afternoon they will 
play Central Florida and Sunday 
morning they will compete against 
Florida Atlantic. 
The Jackets wrap up their play 




So the country has decided on a “bad” president. Get over it. We’ve 
had bad ones before...we’re still alive....some of us, anyways 
yeah, but whatever happened to the DuFresnes? No one seems to give...
Who can eat at a time like this? 
Mitch, do you want an apple? No, eventually it will be a core! 
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GEORGIA TECH (6-3) VS. VIRGINIA (7-2)
By Geoff Davies
Four Key Questions
Spread: Virginia by 5
“As I’ve said 
repeatedly, if you’re 
in a conference, 
you’re in it for one 
purpose: to try and 
win the championship. 
Otherwise, you 




Virginia is coming off a demoralizing defeat 
at the hands of Miami, 31-21. The defeat gives 
the Cavaliers two conference losses, both to 
traditional powerhouses in Florida State and 
Miami. They will be looking to rebound when 
they visit Atlanta on Saturday.
 The Cavaliers’ leader is junior quar-
terback Marcus Hagans, who leads the ACC 
in passing efficiency. To go along with him, 
they have a two-pronged running attack that 
leads the conference in rushing. 
Coming off a resounding victory over 
the Connecticut Huskies, Tech is looking to 
continue the hot streak that has seen them win 
four of their last five games.
The defense continued to play well last 
week, giving up only one touchdown to the 
Huskies. In the game, the Jackets also got a 
stellar performance from sophomore quarter-
back Reggie Ball.
Tech  has split its last eight games against Vir-
ginia, with all of the wins coming at home.
•  Will Tech QB Reggie Ball be able to duplicate his career performance 
from the Connecticut game against a tough Virginia defense? 
Last week Ball probably had the best game of his college career, complet-
ing 22 of 38 passes for a career high 288 yards and 2 touchdowns. He also 
threw no interceptions for only the second time in a game all season.
Ball will have to be prepared this week because he will be playing against 
a team that is No. 11 in the nation in total defense. Despite the question-
able status of star tailback P.J. Daniels, he should get some help from the 
running game, but Ball still can’t afford to make too many mistakes. 
•  How will the senior day festivities affect Tech?
The atmosphere should be electric inside Bobby Dodd Stadium for 
the start of the game on Saturday. Some of Tech’s most important leaders 
will be playing their last home game. 
The only senior starting for the defense will be free safety and un-
questioned leader of the defense, James Butler. On offense senior starters 
include wide receivers Nate Curry and Levon Thomas and a trio of offensive 
lineman, Andy Tidwell-Neal, Kyle Wallace and Leon Robinson.
All of the seniors should get a rousing ovation from the crowd. This 
initial excitement may help the Tech team to gain momentum early. That 
could prove to be important against the No. 18 Cavaliers.
•  Can the Tech defense continue to play well against the vaunted 
Virginia running attack?
The Tech defense has been stifling in the last two games. They are 
ranked just behind Virginia at No. 12 in the nation in total defense. Last 
week the defensive unit gave up only 20 rushing yards to Connecticut.
Virginia’s attack is led by two very good running backs, Wally Lundy 
and Alvin Pearman. Each has over 700 yards rushing on the season and 
they have combined for 22 rushing touchdowns.
•  How will Virginia rebound from last week’s loss to Miami?
This Virginia football team may be somewhat discouraged. Before last 
week’s game they still had a very good chance of going to a BCS bowl. 
Although Virginia still has the opportunity to tie for the conference title 
if they win out, Miami and Florida State both hold tiebreakers over the 
Cavaliers due to their head-to-head victories. They still have something 
to play for, but this kind of letdown could give rise to complacency.
In addition, Virginia has a game against rival Virginia Tech next week. 
Deemed more difficult than the game against the Jackets, the Hokies 
could be on Virginia’s mind instead of Tech.
“[The Cavaliers] 
can run the football 
and stop the run. 
They do a good job 
overall...If you look 
at the statistics, 
they do a lot of 





Okay... I don’t want to be like every girl and say guys here suck and 
what not but I do want to know is it too much to ask to hold doors 
open and wait for the girl standing next to you to get off the 
the westside guy with the beard is HOT... oh shoot girl! 
WALMART IS TAKING OVER THE WORLD....   
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Basketball wins big in final exhibition contest
By Jamie Howell / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
The preseason has allowed Jackets fans to see the entire team in action. Eleven different players 
received over 10 minutes of playing time as Tech defeated LeMoyne 103-66 on Sunday afternoon.
By Vishal Patel
Contributing Writer
Tech wasted little time in taking 
over the game on Sunday against 
LeMoyne College from Syracuse, 
N.Y. The first eight minutes of the 
game saw Tech roaring on both sides 
of the court, forcing eight turnovers, 
blocking two of LeMoyne’s shots on 
the defensive end and exciting the 
crowd with back-to-back Isma’il 
Muhammad dunks while coasting 
to a 23-8 lead.
The Jackets never looked back 
as all eleven players saw at least ten 
minutes of playing time in the 103-
66 victory.
“We’re looking forward to get-
ting started Friday,” said Coach Paul 
Hewitt according to ramblinwreck.
com. “I think we definitely are 
[ready]. One of the things I have tried 
to do this preseason is not run their 
legs off, keep them fresher. We’re 
trying not to keep them out on the 
court for a long period of time, stay 
away from the long practices.”
Moving the ball around effec-
tively, balanced scoring and pressure 
defense were the key factors to victory 
Sunday. The team recorded preseason 
highs with 29 assists, 103 points, and 
27 forced turnovers.
As the team exits the preseason 
and enters the regular season start-
ing today at 5:30 p.m. at Alexander 
Memorial Coliseum, the roles of 
players on the team are becoming 
more defined.
Both nursing injuries over the 
summer, guard B.J. Elder and Mu-
hammad came into the preseason 
looking to improve the one thing 
they could not work on over the 
summer—a better feel for the game. 
Elder showed that his ability to score 
has not gone away, averaging 20.5 
points per game.
“It was a long, long time. I started 
to doubt it, but right now it’s feel-
ing great,” Elder said in reference 
to his injury.
Elder has taken on a leadership 
role with the team, “He knows it’s his 
last go. He’s putting everything out 
there on the floor. Where you really 
make your mark is senior leadership, 
and he’s stepping up,” said junior 
point guard Jarrett Jack.
“What you’re seeing is a guy that’s 
a big-time scorer entering his senior 
year. Those guys tend to really step 
it up another level. He understands 
better how to get shots, how to create 
shots,” Hewitt said about Elder in the 
post-game press conference.
Another development of the pre-
season has been the rise of forward 
Theodis Tarver, recruited with Jack 
and forward Chris Bosh in the 2002 
class. Tarver has scored 14 points and 
added seven boards in two preseason 
games, shooting six-for-eight from 
the floor.
Forward Anthony McHenry, 
recruited to play point guard, showed 
off a combination of post and pass-
ing skills as he posted 11 points and 
seven assists. 
To start the regular season, Tech 
will begin with an extremely dif-
ficult non-conference slate. After 
tonight’s game against Alabama St., 
a participant in last year’s NCAA 
Tournament, Tech will go on the 
road to face Illinois-Chicago in the 
hometown of guard Will Bynum.
An interesting note about the 
Alabama St. game is that the Hornets’ 
roster includes freshman Joel Bosh, 
Chris Bosh’s younger brother. 
Looking ahead, the Jackets will 
have games against a slew of teams 
from major conferences including 
Michigan, Georgia, Gonzaga and 
Kansas after Thanksgiving. The 
challenging non-conference sched-
ule, with a multitude of games on 
the road or at neutral sites, should 
prepare Tech for the challenging 
ACC schedule.
“We’re trying not 
to keep them out 
on the court for a 
long period of time, 





everything out there 
on the floor. Where 
you really make 
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Falling from the sky: Stephanie England dives against UVA Friday. She finished second in the one-meter and three-meter diving events.
By Jamie Howell/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
Football tops Connecticut
By Christopher Gooley / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
Dawan Landry makes a big hit against Connecticut in Tech’s 30-10 win 
over the Huskies on Saturday. Landry had six tackles in the game.
By Patrick Odneal
Contributing Writer
A solid passing game and a strong 
defense that produced two blocked 
punts helped give the Jackets a 30-10 
victory over the Connecticut Huskies 
last Saturday. The Jackets are now 
bowl-eligible for the eighth year in 
a row after picking up their sixth 
win this season.  
The Jackets started off quickly. 
On the first play from scrimmage, 
quarterback Reggie Ball completed 
a 45-yard pass to freshman receiver 
Calvin Johnson. Six plays later, 
fullback Jimmy Dixon steamed into 
the endzone on a four-yard shovel 
pass from Ball.
“We came out with a big play, 
and we scored on the first drive.  It 
was a big momentum swing for us,” 
Johnson said after the game. The 
momentum stayed in Tech’s favor 
for the rest of the game, as the team 
never trailed UConn.
“We just carried over from the 
second half of [the N.C. State game] 
and just kept rolling,” Ball said. 
The offense had one of their most 
productive games of the season and 
racked up 410 total yards.
See UConn, page 23
Hockey skates past Georgia
By Jamie Howell / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
A Jacket skater goes after the puck in Tech’s contest against Georgia at the Marietta Ice Center. Tech 
won the game 4-3 against the Ice Dogs on Friday and defeated Florida State 4-2 on Saturday.
For Tech fans, victory against UGA 
means far more than ordinary win
By Michael Clarke
Senior Staff Writer
The Tech Hockey Club won their 
games this past weekend against 
Georgia and Florida State. The wins 
improved the Jackets record to 8-4 








C o a c h  Gre g 
Stathis man-
aged to 
p i c k 
up his 
200th career regular season victory 
in his 14th season at the helm. The 
201st career victory came in a 4-2 
effort against Florida State Saturday 
at the Marietta Ice Center.
The Jackets’ offensive perfor-
mance was anchored by their ability 
to take advantage of three power 
play opportunities. Mike Zaucha 
scored the first goal of the game at 
14:08 with a slap shot from a Nathan 
Kirby pass. 
As time was winding down in the 
first period, Brian O’Connor and 
Zaucha assisted on a B.J. Stapleton 
goal to give the Jackets a command-
ing 2-0 lead.
At the start of the second period, 
Amos Fernandes expanded the lead 
to 3-0 with an unassisted goal. The 
Ice Dogs responded a minute later 
with a goal to cut the lead to 3-1. The 
Jackets took that two-goal lead into 
the third period in front of a packed 
house at the MIC.
Fernandes scored his second 
unassisted goal of the contest just 
11 seconds into the final period. The 
goal looked like just some additional 
padding to the lead, but would wind 
up being the game-winner. 
Georgia made the game closer 
on paper by scoring two power play 
goals in the final 10 minutes of the 
contest.
Out of the seven goals scored in 
the game, only one goal was not the 
result of the opposing teams penal-
See Hockey, page 24
By Clark Nelson
Staff Writer
Next Saturday Tech will play 
its final game of the regular sea-
son against bitter rival Georgia. 
To many fans and alumni, this 
game is the most important of the 
season. The two teams played for 
the first time in 1893, a 28-6 Tech 
win, and have played every year 
since 1925. The win in 1893 was 




plays in the 




o f f  m a ny 
times as con-
ference foes 








schools are two of only a hand-
ful to play in the Sugar, Cotton, 
Orange and Rose Bowls. 
Tech and UGA have played 
in a combined 71 bowl games, 
have a total of 42 victories in 
those games and hold two of the 
highest all-time bowl winning 
percentages. More recently Tech 
and Georgia have both been 
bowl-eligible for each of the last 
eight seasons. 
Other than having historically 
successful football programs, this 
game is so important because of 
other similarities between the 
two. Tech and Georgia fans are 
neighbors, friends, co-workers, 
spouses and for a couple of times 
each year, sworn enemies. 
Being in the same state, the 
two schools compete for a lot of 
the same high school football re-
cruits each year. Some players de-









on  whom 
they want 
to root for. 
I grew up 
in Georgia, 
but  never 
rooted either 
for Tech or 
UGA. Once 
I got on cam-
pus, I knew 
right away how important this 
rivalry was. 
My first taste of the fever-
pitched atmosphere of this game 
was in 1999—a game that turned 
out to be the highest scoring con-
test ever between the two teams. 
After going back and forth all day, 
Georgia looked as if it would score 
the winning touchdown as time 
See UGA, page 23
UNDEFEATED IN THE ACC
Volleyball finished their conference season 
with a perfect record, and the team boasts 
the ACC Player of the Year. Page 24
LEND ME YOUR EARS
The High Museum displays a Van Gogh 
exhibit that even aesthetically challenged 
Tech students can appreciate. Page 15
“Every Tech fan has 
to work or interact 
with UGA fans, and 
there is nothing 
better than to be 
able to smirk at the 
UGA fans after a 
[Tech] win. It’s 364 
days of bliss.”
Will Jennings
Tech alumnus
Sports column
